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1990 VG Commodore Utility 

 The Club Magazine is printed Bi-monthly and members are 
invited and encouraged to submit articles to the Magazine 
Editors. 

General Meetings are held on the third Thursday of each 
month, at 7.30pm in the Salvation Army Complex on 
Goonoo Goonoo Road Tamworth  

Club Runs are held on the Sunday after the monthly 
meeting. 
Members of clubs receiving this magazine are cordially 
invited to participate in the activities of T.V.C.C. To satisfy 
regulations, the receipt of the invitation must be recorded 
in your club minutes and acceptance forwarded. 
Address all correspondence to:  

    The Secretary 
Tamworth Vintage Car Club 

PO Box 3275 
WEST TAMWORTH NSW 2340 

or 
tamworthvintagecarclub@gmail.com 

or  
visit our website: 

         www.tamworthvintagecarclub.com 
 

 

Tamworth Vintage Car Club Inc. 

Committee for  

2021 - 2022 
President 

 Peter Wright  6761 6510 

   0417 250 798 

Vice President 

 Cliff Bird  0429 429 542 

Secretary 

 Alan Early 6762 4744 

Asst Secretary 

 Phyllis Bird 0429 429 542 

Treasurer 

 Ken Brooks  0427 293 664 

Asst Treasurer 

 Michael Jeanes  0420 216 420 

General Committee 

 Brian Orman  0479 177 072 

 Paul Boyd  0429 046 468 

 Michael Jeanes  6766 1787 

Plate Registrar 

 Greg Campbell 0407205390 

“Pie Run” contact 

 Brian Chesterfield  0428332830 

    

 

“Monthly Run” Director 

 Greg Campbell 0407205390 

  

Ladies Committee 

 All Lady Members 

Magazine Editor 

Michael Jeanes  0420 216 420 

Inspections & Public Officer 

 Brian Orman 0479 177 072 

 

Property Officer 

 Ken Brooks 0427 293 664 
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TVCC RUNS AND MEETINGS FROM APRIL 2022 ONWARDS 

 

The assembly point for the start of all our runs is the Paradise Car Park which is between 

Hungry Jacks and the Paradise Caravan Park in Peel Street. If raining, we will assemble at the  

South Tamworth Lions Park which is next to the Truck Drivers Memorial in Goonoo Goonoo 

Road. 

 

The Events page on our website is continuously updated, so any changes to our runs or 

meetings can be easily checked on the website: tamworthvintagecarclub.com 

 

 

Thursday 21
st
 April. Monthly Meeting. Commencing 7.30pm at the Salvation Army 

complex, 328 Goonoo Goonoo Road.  

 

Sunday 24
th

 April. Monthly Run. Meet at Paradise Car Park for 9.30am departure to Attunga 

for morning tea. Then on to Somerton via the Lower Somerton Road for lunch at the Somerton 

Hotel.  

 

Thursday 5th May. Pie Run. Meet at Paradise Car Park for 11.00am departure to Wallabadah 

Hotel. 

 

Thursday 19
th

 May. Monthly Meeting. Commencing 7.30pm at the Salvation Army complex, 

328 Goonoo Goonoo Road.  

 

Sunday 22
nd

 May. Monthly Run. ‘Bring out the old timers again.’ Meet at Paradise Car 

Park for 9.30am departure to Calala for morning tea. Then onto the Botanic Gardens for lunch. 

BYO everything.  

 

Thursday 2
nd

 June. Pie Run. A train trip to Quirindi is planned. Further details to follow.  

 

Thursday 16
th

 June. Monthly Meeting. Commencing 7.30pm at the Salvation Army complex, 

328 Goonoo Goonoo Road.  

 

Sunday 19
th

 June. Monthly Run. Meet at Paradise Car Park for 9.00am departure for 

Gunnedah for morning tea. Note earlier than usual departure time. Then onto Wondabah 

Station for a casual stroll around the property.  

  

 
CONTACTS FOR RUNS: 
Monthly Runs: Greg Campbell. Ph. 0407 205 390.  

Pie Runs:   Brian Chesterfield. Ph. 0428 332 830 
 

 

 

 

 

**************************************************************************************** 
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THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 
   
I’m reminded of that line from the 1994 film Forrest Gump, itself a misquote from the novel 

the movie was based upon, “...Life is Ike a box of chocolates, you never know what you’re 

gonna get.” Not one for total surprises, over Easter I have to confess to scrambling to read the 

guide to find what the selected chocolate should be filled with. Fortunately we don’t know what 

curve balls life will throw at us and that often sage advice that comes from those who have 

benefitted from a long and fulfilled life is “to do it whilst you can”. Emerging from almost two 

years of COVID inspired stay-at-home has many of us wanting to get out and enjoy the 

machinations of our historic vehicles. 

 

One such recent event was the CHMC Annual Rally at Singleton. Organised by the Newcastle 

Club, they had to contend with the weather and its impact on the running of the rally. 

Nevertheless, it was a most enjoyable, friendly and relaxing occasion. Our club had entries 

from six of our members. Alan & Maree Early in their Dodge; Cliff & Phyliss Bird in their 

Mercedes; Brian Chesterfield & Heather Frankel in his FB Holden; Peter Wright & Pip 

Rowland in his Super Snipe; Henk & Trudy Haak in their HR Holden; and David & Fiona 

Longmire in their HR Holden. Cliff and Phyliss took charge of our club entry in the Mal Mason 

Shield, ensuring club banners were on each car, matching vehicle information boards were 

created for each vehicle, our club uniforms were predominantly worn and that our tear drop 

club sign signalled our presence. Iam delighted to report that our club was awarded the Mal 

Mason Shield this year. Special thanks is due to the presentation of each of our cars and 

especially to Phyliss with her efforts in pulling our display together. Now to see if we can make 

the effort to enter next year’s rally to be held in Wagga Wagga over the June long weekend.  

 

Thanks to Chesty and Greg our own club run calendar is quite full and provides us with ample 

opportunities to bring out our Historic Vehicles. Recently we have enjoyed the hospitality of 

Currabubula Hotel and Kootingal Bowling Club for our pie runs along with a short district tour 

ending at Moonbi’s Big Chook and a run for your oldest car culminating at the new Science and 

Astronomy Centre at Victoria Park. 

 

In the months ahead, assuming they pass camera testing, you will begin to notice that NSW 

Historic Registration Plates will be changing their letter colour to a mid-blue. There is nothing 

sinister about this, so forget your conspiracy theories, I for one believe man walked on the 

moon in 1969. (Are you impressed with the way I Segwayed from our March run?) It is simply 

a change in manufacturing process. The current J sequence will continue until the next letter is 

needed. You will not be required to change your existing plates. 

 

 

Happy Motoring 
 

Peter Wright 
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TAMWORTH VINTAGE CAR CLUB Inc. 

MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETINGS  

 

The minutes of Ordinary General Meetings will no longer be printed in this 

journal. 

These minutes are available on the Tamworth Vintage Car Club website; 

www.TamworthVintageCarClub.com 
Should you wish to have a printed copy of the minutes and do not have access to the 

internet, please contact one of your Committee members. 

 

Sponsorship 

 

We are pleased to advise that the postage for distribution of “The Tamworth Spark” 

is now being sponsored by  

 

“Bearfast / Bearquip”. 

 

We would like to thank the management and staff for their support. We would also 

like to recommend that you in turn support this local company when next you are 

considering a home, business, agricultural or car related purchase. 

 
 

http://www.tamworthvintagecarclub.com/
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Tom Sullivan’s 1990 VG Commodore Ute (by Pat Sullivan) 

Like most projects, it started with looking for a car you dreamed about in your youth. The first time I saw the 

'new' Commodore Ute was at AgQuip in 1990, shinny new and with tie-downs that were bending as every 

farmer tested them out as they walked past. I read and reread the Wheels article, learning every fact and smiling 

that the cover photo of the red Ute had been taken at the Currabubula Pub. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Three years later, I would buy a VP Ute whilst teaching at Broken Hill, which I owned until the practicalities of 

a Ute and a family got in the way. Like most cars, you love them even when they are gone; you still search for 

them, and so, like a scene from The Castle, my son Tom and I sit on the lounge checking Gumtree and 

Marketplace, with the occasional "What do you reckon?" 

 

The little red VG actual slipped past us and had been up on Marketplace for a while when Tom got a message 

from a mate, saying a friend had it for sale. Some quick messaging followed, and then we were off to Uralla to 

have a look. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The VG Ute was released six years after the last WB Kingswood sold, and in total, Holden produced 5690 

between 1990 and 1991. Two spec levels were offered a Base (our little red Ute) and  S pac, with HSV offering 

the first Maloo. Like many Holden utes, they became the favourites of P platers, BnS participants or just a 

tradie daily. Our little red Ute was one of the latter and had only 127 000km on the clock. It was a straight 

original Ute, apart from a dent and terrible paint, covered in angle grinder sparks. Money changed hands, and 

with a temporary permit, it drove back to Tamworth, making sure not to stop anywhere that required reverse. 

 

After a clean and polish, the Ute sat until the other project car was finished, the HZ one tonner. Work didn't get 

underway until September last year; with guidance from Andrew Campbell; Tom started the body repairs 

replacing the rear quarter. The car was stripped back to bare metal and sealed in epoxy primer. Tom and I 
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completed the bodywork ten days after New Year at Andrew's new shop. I even learned the correct sanding 

method but have been told never to touch a Dremel again after a minor mishap with the wire brush.  

Under Andrew's tutelage, Tom did all the spraying from epoxy through to topcoat, with the car finished in its 

original colour of Maranello Red. Tom and I started reassembling the Ute with my favourite job of cleaning 

bolts and repainting the minor parts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To have the Ute on the road in only one year is down to 

Tom's determination and hard work; the HZ took us five years. The aim has always been to restore the Ute to 

its original three-seater column shift auto condition and recreate the Wheels magazine photo. 

 

This little red Ute has been a great father and son project, but like all restorations, it could not have been done 

without lots of help and advice. A big thank you to Andrew Campbell for all his guidance, patience, teaching 

and time. Nic Cross for his help with the mechanical. Kate, my wife, for not frowning too much when the eBay 

notifications came through and finally, the donor Ute that gave up lots of its parts so the little red Ute could 

drive again.  
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20
th

 FEBRUARY MONTHLY RUN 

      MOONBI BIG CHOOK 

 

For the first monthly run of the year, this was 

particularly successful with 34 members taking 

part. And a warm clear summers day was ideal 

for some of the older vehicles to come out and 

join in. 

 

The casual outdoor nature of the run was very 

popular and relaxing, allowing members to 

move around freely and have a chat.  

 

 
At the start was Bob & Cindy’s Anglia, Ken & 

Clare’s VW Beetle, Paul’s MG, Alan’s Dodge, 

and behind the VW is Cliff & Phyllis’s Magna. 

 

The park at Calala is reasonably new with an 

open atmosphere including views across the 

river to the hills beyond.  

 

 
Morning Tea under a sheltered shade area in a 

new park off Warrah Drive at Calala. 

 

It was nice to see some of our potential new 

members joining us, including Pat Sullivan in a 

Holden 1 Tonner, Tom Sullivan in his newly 

restored 1991 Holden Commodore Ute, and 

Luke in a Corolla. 

The Big Chook park at Moonbi is also 

particularly good with a playground, modern 

toilets, and nearby shop where drinks and take 

away food are available. 

 

 
Lunch in the Moonbi (Big Chook) Park.  

 

 
Yes, there it is – the Big Chook with, from L to 

R, Barry’s Ford, Peter & John S in the Model 

A, Paul & Nerida’s Chev, and Graeme & 

Tania’s Ford. 

 

Also participating were Brian & Heather – 

Mercedes, Michael & Mark – Studebaker, Brian 

& Phill – Mustang, Lyn – Chev, and in 

moderns: Terry & Lyn, Lance & Kerry, and 

Kevin & Dee.  

 

3
rd

 MARCH PIE RUN 

CURRABUBULA HOTEL 

 

The popularity of our Pie Runs continues with 

28 members on this one. We had 20 on our first 

run that was affected by inclement weather, so 
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it was nice to have a bit of sunshine for a short 

run down to Currabubula. 

 

We get well looked after by Cathy and Co. at 

the Currabubula Hotel - 

 
  

 
Henk & Trudy enjoyed the run in their P76 

 

 
Alan & Maree – 1924 Dodge, Chesty, Heather 

& friends Chris & Rex – Mercedes, Ken & 

Clare – LTD Hearse, Graeme – Holden ute 

 
Outside the pub: Alan & Maree – 1933 Dodge, 

Greg & Margaret – Vanguard ute, Peter & 

John – Mercedes 

 

 
And welcome to new member from Werris 

Creek, Cliff in his 1992 Nissan ute. 

 

Also participating were Michael & Mary – Jag, 

Paul & Nerida – Chev, and in moderns: Paul & 

Maureen, Terry & Lyn, Lance & Kerry, Roly & 

Trish. 

 

A good day out all round with blue skies at the 

start followed by some rain which was 

welcome. 

   

19
th

 March 

Grey Fergie Muster – Bendemeer 
 

This event was the first since 2019 and proved 

to be an outstanding day with many people keen 

to get out and show off their machinery, 

including LandRovers and invited classis cars. 
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Gilbert Hanson brought along his wonderful 

1957 MGA 1500. It’s a rare sight seeing one of 

these in unrestored condition and Gilbert is to 

be commended for his preservation of the 

originality. 

 

 
Another wonderfully original car is Mitch 

Wickham’s 1962 VW. The worth of these 

unrestored cars are now being recognised both 

as charming reminders of the past but also as 

reference points for other restorations. 

 

 
Fergies to the left of us 

 
And Fergies to the right of us 

 

The grounds for the event were in exceptional 

condition and a credit to the organisers. 

 
Land Rovers were also included in the display. 

This particular one has the very British 

inclusion of Gin & Tonic on tap. 

 

 
Can you drive a Fergie in high heels and a 

summer frock? 
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Alan Simpson brought along his newly restored 

steam engine. It operates silently, surely a 

marvel of its time. 

 

20
th

 MARCH MONTHLY RUN - OLD 

TIMERS AND VICTORIA PARK 

ASTRONOMY 

 

A lovely day all round with our oldest vehicles 

and a visit to the astronomy centre in Victoria 

Park. And magic weather. 

 

This was a great opportunity to see the older 

cars, many of which don’t get out often. 

 

Firstly, some old vehicles: 

 

 

Peters 1929 Model A Ford; Brian & Heather’s 

1933 Humber, and behind is Paul & Nerida’s 

1929 Chev. 

 

 
Lindsays Morris Cowley & Gilberts 1957 MGA 

 

 
Brian & Phil’s 1936 Chev; Alan & Maree’s 

1933 Dodge,& behind is Michael’s 1956 

Vauxhall 

 

 

 
Ken’s 1962 VW Beetle; Graeme & Tania’s 

1935 Ford; Greg & Margaret’s 1950 Vanguard 

 

Also participating were: Ian & Karen – Moke, 

Cliff & Phyllis – Magna, John – Rover, Cliff – 

bike. 
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Tamworth Regional Astronomy Club have a 

new facility in Victoria Park and our tour 

through it proved quite enlightening. They have 

a large collection of space items with a lot 

dating from the Armstrong moon landing era.  

And here he is! Well, his spacesuit anyway: 

 
 

The pictures can tell the rest: 

 
Space buggy 

 

 
Collection of telescopes 

 

 
Equipment from Moree which tracked 

Armstrong’s moon landing 

 

 
An older style telescope which records images 

on a film plate  

One question to ponder: We only know what 

we can see. But what’s out there beyond that???  

 

 

CHMC (BUSH COUNCIL) RALLY AT 

SINGLETON.  1
ST 

 -  4
TH

 APRIL 2022. 

 

Our Club is affiliated with the Council of 

Heritage Motor Clubs (alias Bush Council) 

which is a peak body representing numerous 

historical vehicle clubs throughout NSW. Their 

Annual Rallies are consequently well attended 
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with 140 vehicles attending the 2022 rally at 

Singleton. The Council’s focus is on original 

vehicles which was reflected in the 6 cars 

entered from our club: 

 
From L in date order: 1933 Dodge (Alan & 

Maree) 1961 Holden (Brian & Heather), 1965 

Humber (Peter & Philippa), 1966 Holden 

(David & Fiona), 1966 Holden (Henk &Trudy), 

1987 Mercedes (Cliff & Phyllis). 

 

These vehicles and their owners won the Mal 

Mason Shield which is an award for the club 

with the best presentation and display of the 

vehicles by their owners. It is not an easy award 

to win so congratulations to the owners of the 

TVCC vehicles. Phyllis and Cliff were the 

prime organisers and their efforts, together with 

plenty of keenness from the rest of our club 

members, helped achieve the award. 

 

 
 

The Mal Mason Shield is a foundation CHMC 

trophy which has been awarded continuously 

for over 50 years. 

 

The vehicles in the rally came from 31 clubs 

across the state and ranged from these 2011 

Hupmobiles, to 1990’s cars: 

 
 

A run to the nearby Luskintyre Airfield which 

features restored vintage flying aircraft was 

planned. However, the preceding wet weather 

did not allow this, but the trade-off was 

welcome fine weather for the duration of the 

rally. 

 

The motel was well prepared for any more 

heavy rain with a good supply of sandbags at 

the front door: 

 
 

The Bush Council annual rallies are always 

very good and inexpensive and feature a 

marvellous range of vehicles from all over the 

state. 

 

Matt Cafe from Transport for NSW was guest 

speaker at the Annual General Meeting and 

provided some interesting insights on the 

administration of historic vehicles. 

 

Next years rally will be at Wagga Wagga on the 

June long weekend, and the 2024 rally will be 

at Parkes.  

 

 

7
th

 APRIL PIE RUN 

KOOTINGAL BOWLING CLUB & 

MOONBI LOOKOUT 
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Bit of variety in this run which included a sit 

down meal, plus a short run afterwards for the 

26 participants. 

 

The weather was decidedly dodgy, so a few 

opted for modern cars. But Murphy came to the 

rescue and the rain ceased as soon as we started 

the run, and started again as soon as we got 

back home. Marvellous! 

 

So after assembling we headed for Kootingal: 

 
From L - John’s Corolla, Cliff & Phyllis in the 

Magna, Paul, Nerida & Jodie in the Chev, and 

Peter in his Mercedes. 

 

 
Greg & Margaret took their red MG, and on 

the left was Michael J’s Mercedes 300 diesel. 

 

The restaurant at the Kootingal Bowling Club 

was at its normal best with a wide range of 

Chinese offerings at modest prices. $20 for both 

a prawn meal and a beef meal is very attractive.   

 

No sweets needed so off to the Moonbi Lookout 

where new toilets have been installed.   

 
View south towards Moonbi 

 

Then on to the gravity defying crossover. Your 

editor was more than a bit sceptical about this 

phenomenon but had to admit that the cars do 

indeed seem to defy gravity and roll uphill: 

 
Michael Crawley’s Commodore was rolling 

backwards despite, as the photo indicates, it 

seemd to be facing down hill. Oddly, the 

stationary cars seem to be at the correct angle 

to roll backwards. 

 

 
Yep! Looks uphill, and that’s not just trick 

photography. It looks uphill to the naked eye 

too, but it is actually downhill as proven by the 

water patch on the road. Water always runs 

downhill. Anyone who believes otherwise might 

need a bit more water!! 
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Also  participating were Brian & Heather in the  

Mercedes, and in moderns were Michael & 

Mary, John S, Alan & Maree, Paul & Maureen, 

Ron, Trish & Roly, Arthur & Kay, Ken & 

Clare. 

 

All in all, a good mid-week run.  

 

A surprise find; 

A 1920 Dodge Bros Tourer 
 

An eagle eyed member, Brian Orman, spied this 

previously unknown car in the Kensell’s 

showroom in Tamworth; 

 

This Dodge was bought in 1920 by Loomberah 

farmer Jack “Pop” Lye at Carter’s garage (then 

on the corner of Peel and White Sts, Tamworth) 

 

It stayed on the Lye family farm until 1960 

when former Farrer student Ian Neuss bought it 

for 100 pounds. Ian restored it, registered it and 

drove it between Tamworth and Armidale while 

he was studying geology at UNE. 

 

During Ian’s working life the car was stored 

away until the early 2000s when he started the 

second full restoration, registering it for the first 

time since 1968. 

 

After a few practice trips in Australia, including 

a desert tour from Sydney to Perth, Ian and a 

few mates drove the car on an epic journey 

from Bangkok in Thailand through SE Asia and 

China to Kazakstan in 2014. In the following 

northern summer the completed the trip through 

the ‘Stans, Georgia and Russia to Helsinki, in 

Finland, a trip of more than 20,000km! 

 

As the Dodge has such historical significance to 

Tamworth, Ian decided to donate it to the 

Tamworth Historical Society museum in 2022. 

 

It is currently in the Kensell’s showroom, 

awaiting permanent accommodation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The 1920 Dodge Bros tourer looking splendid 

after its adventurous life. 

 

 
A quite stylish roof provides some protection 

from the elements. No doubt side curtains were 

part of its kit as well. 

 

It wasn’t apparent which company supplied the 

body. At this stage it may have been a Holden 

body as the eventual, long term body builder for 

Chrysler, TJ Richards and Sons did not 

commence production of their bodies until it 

opened the Mile End (Adelaide) plant in 1928, 

three years after Chrysler acquired Dodge Bros 

in 1925. 
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Right hand drive but with the common for the 

time, centre accelerator 

 
The distinctive Dodge Bros logo 

 
The Motometre, indicating water temperature 

 
A book was published, detailing the 

adventurous life of this much travelled car. I’m 

sure this is a rare item so keep your eyes peeled 

for one in the usual places. 

 

1920 Dodge Bros Series 20 

Specifications; 
 

212 Cu in “L” head inline four cylinder engine 

 

Single Stewart carburetor 

 

30bhp at 2,200 rpm 

 

3- speed manual transmission 

 

Semi elliptic front and ¾ elliptic rear leaf spring 

suspension 

 

Rear wheel mechanical drum brakes 

 


