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The Club Magazine is printed Bi-monthly and members are 
invited and encouraged to submit articles to the Magazine 
Editors. 

General Meetings are held on the third Thursday of each 
month, at 7.30pm in the Salvation Army Complex on 
Goonoo Goonoo Road Tamworth  

Club Runs are held on the Sunday after the monthly 
meeting. 
Members of clubs receiving this magazine are cordially 
invited to participate in the activities of T.V.C.C. To satisfy 
regulations, the receipt of the invitation must be recorded 
in your club minutes and acceptance forwarded. 
Address all correspondence to:  

    The Secretary 
Tamworth Vintage Car Club 

PO Box 3275 
WEST TAMWORTH NSW 2340 

or 
tamworthvintagecarclub@gmail.com 

or  
visit our website: 

         www.tamworthvintagecarclub.com 
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Committee for  

2021 - 2022 
President 

 Peter Wright  6761 6510 

   0417 250 798 

Vice President 

 Cliff Bird  0429 429 542 

Secretary 

 Alan Early 6762 4744 

Asst Secretary 

 Phyllis Bird 0429 429 542 

Treasurer 

 Ken Brooks  0427 293 664 

Asst Treasurer 

 Michael Jeanes  0420 216 420 

General Committee 

 Brian Orman  0479 177 072 

 Paul Boyd  0429 046 468 

 Michael Jeanes  6766 1787 

Plate Registrar 

 Greg Campbell 0407205390 

“Pie Run” contact 

 Brian Chesterfield  0428332830 

    

 

“Monthly Run” Director 

 Greg Campbell 0407205390 

  

Ladies Committee 

 All Lady Members 

Magazine Editor 

Michael Jeanes  0420 216 420 

Inspections & Public Officer 

 Brian Orman 0479 177 072 

 

Property Officer 

 Ken Brooks 0427 293 664 

mailto:tamworthvintagecarclub@gmail.com
http://www.tamworthvintagecarclub.com/
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TVCC RUNS AND MEETINGS FROM DECEMBER 2021 ONWARDS 
 

The following events are somewhat tentative due to the uncertainties that continue with the whole COVID-19 

situation. Members will be conversant with the disruptions that occurred this year, but it is hoped that 2022 will 

bring some stability. The events are listed to indicate what is planned, but they could be changed. 

 

We have been using our website to keep abreast of all changes to events, so please check the website to obtain 

the latest updated information.  

 

Website: tamworthvintagecarclub.com 

 

Meetings: There are no monthly meetings in December 2021 or January 2022. 

 

The Christmas Lights Run which would normally have been on the 18
th

 December, is not proceeding due 

to too many uncertainties. It is hoped it can be re-commenced next year.  

 
Sunday 16th January 2022. Presidents Breakfast at Peter’s place at 9 Windmill Drive, Moore Creek. 
Commencing at 08.00. Please bring your own tables & chairs, plus cutlery and crockery. All donations 
will go to Ronald McDonald House. 
 
Thursday 3rd February 2022. Pie Run to Manilla. Either the weir, or possibly Chinese – check the 
website for details closer to the day.. 
 
Thursday 17th February 2022. Monthly meeting. Hopefully, we will be able to resume conventional 
meetings in the Morris Room in the Salvation Army complex, Goonoo Goonoo Road. 
 
Sunday 20th February 2022. Monthly Run. To Be Advised – check the website for details closer to the 
day. 
 
Thursday 3rd March 2022. Pie Run. Currabubula Hotel. 
 
Thursday 17th March 2022. Monthly meeting. 
 
Friday 1st April to Monday 4th April 2022. Bush Council Annual Rally at Singleton. 
(TVCC website has links to obtain all information, or contact TVCC Secretary). 
 

 
Invitation Events: 

 
Saturday 12th March 2022. Tea Gardens Hawks Nest Motor Club:  
 
Motorfest 2022 at Myall Park Sports Oval off Yamba Street, Hawks Nest. 
(Secretary has Registration Form and program).  
 
 
 
CONTACTS FOR RUNS: 

 
Monthly Runs: Greg Campbell. Ph. 0407 205 390.  

Pie Runs:   Brian Chesterfield. Ph. 0428 332 830 

 

 

**************************************************************************************** 
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THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 
   
At this time last year we were all thinking that the year ahead would be relatively free of COVID-19 

and that life would return to some semblance of normality. As we now know, this was not the case. 

Extended lockdowns, QR Code checking in, mask wearing, Vaccination Certificates, and venue 

restrictions have all impacted on us to varying degrees. Do I dare to dream that next year will be 

better? 

 

Throughout our difficult year, club life has continued on. I never thought that we would be meeting 

within a worship centre but that was how we finished year after several monthly meetings, including 

our AGM via ZOOM. I forgot just how much we rely on seeing faces to judge how people are really 

thinking and feeling. 

 

As a I have previously said, our committee all appreciate the support you have given to our club 

activities. Our Camp Out at Lake Keepit was a success with a sizeable group of happy campers. On 

Saturday night I joined them for dinner and on Sunday we had a good roll of non-camping members 

join in. Our November monthly run also provided me with some excitement when Mr Lucas decided 

that the Snipes distributor didn’t require water proofing - right in the middle of a causeway flowing 

with water! Our editor sprang to my assistance and we pushed the car through so I could restart it 

without the idler pulley spraying water up. Quickly covering up the distributor allowed an easy return. 

I can report that Somerton Hotel provides us with a very welcome lunch venue. 

 

My car dilemmas have continued, with fuel pouring past the “O” rings in the rear Zenith 175 

carburettor on the Snipe. Trying to locate fuel grade replacements in the required size was quite a 

challenge but none as much as reacquainting myself with a carb-balancer to “balance” the twin 

carburettors. My woes did not end there. The Hawk pressure brake light switch, Mr Lucas again, 

decided to misbehave. A quick swap over, or so I thought. The new one screwed in and foot applied to 

pedal to see if the brake lights worked - naturally the pedal went straight to the floor and brake fluid 

sprayed from around the new switch. A quick trip to Kings Brakes and mystery solved. The original 

was a “gas” thread, the replacement a “parallel” thread requiring a thick copper washer. The final car 

woe was the Model A generator, a reconditioned unit decided to give up charging. As it was still under 

warranty I contacted the supplier who said he gets them on an exchange basis from the good old USA. 

A replacement was ordered and five working days later it arrived from California. (I’m still waiting on 

a parcel posted the same day from Sydney - held up due to the dreaded COVID-19 or so I’m advised 

by Aus Post). So I refitted my new cutout to the replacement generator and all is now well. 

 

Could I thank you for your support of our Christmas Raffle. We sold many more tickets than expected 

which will make up for the lack of raffles at our monthly meeting. Although our numbers were down a 

little, our Christmas/Presentation Lunch was a success. Thank you also to Craig and Tierzah for the use 

of “Moonshiners”. 

 

We can now relax and enjoy Christmas with our families. I sincerely hope that Santa Claus is good to 

each of you, but let us not forget the key message of Christmas - peace on earth and goodwill to all. 

 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

Peter Wright 
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TAMWORTH VINTAGE CAR CLUB Inc. 

MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETINGS  

 

The minutes of Ordinary General Meetings will no longer be printed in this 

journal. 

These minutes are available on the Tamworth Vintage Car Club website; 

www.TamworthVintageCarClub.com 
Should you wish to have a printed copy of the minutes and do not have access to the 

internet, please contact one of your Committee members. 

 

 

 

Sponsorship 

 

We are pleased to advise that the postage for distribution of “The Tamworth Spark” 

is now being sponsored by  

 

“Bearfast / Bearquip”. 

 

We would like to thank the management and staff for their support. We would also 

like to recommend that you in turn support this local company when next you are 

considering a home, business, agricultural or car related purchase. 

 
 

http://www.tamworthvintagecarclub.com/
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A Note From Michael Crawley 
 

Michael is proposing a monthly luncheon on the second Tuesday of each month, with the next one 

being 8
th

 February 2022 

 

These luncheons will be at the Santa Cruz restaurant (previously located at the Tamworth City 

Bowling Club) which is upstairs at the Tamworth Services Club – 199 Marius St - the restaurant offers 

a selection of Asian and Australian meals from $10.  

 

All members and their guests are invited to attend. 
 

**************************************************************************************** 

 

 NEWCASTLE DISTRICT VINTAGE & CLASSIC CAR CLUB Inc. 
 78 Main Road, Boolaroo, NSW, 2284  

  
 CHMC Council has approved an application from Newcastle and District Vintage and Classic Car Club 

(NDVCCC) to host the 2022 Annual CHMC Rally.  

 

 

 

 

The Secretary 
CHMC Affiliated Car Clubs 
NSW 
 

CHMC ANNUAL RALLY 2022 
 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

We are pleased to attach herewith your Official Invitation, and Registration Form for the 2022 CHMC Annual Rally and 

AGM, to be held at Singleton NSW over the weekend 1
st
 – 4

th
 April 2022. 

 

For your information we also attach a list of Motel Accommodation available in Singleton, an example of what you might 

see in your Saturday lunch box( if this option is chosen ), and some ideas for your entertainment following the completion 

of Judging at the Singleton Showground on Sunday afternoon 3
rd

 April. 

 

We are also pleased to advise that the Singleton Moteliers have indicated that group bookings will attract a discount when 

booked under the CHMC banner, so please don’t forget to mention the CHMC when booking your accommodation. 

 

The registration centre at the Singleton Showground will be open on Friday 1
st
 April from 10.00am to 4.30pm for those 

early birds arriving for the rally. Tea and coffee will be available at the registration centre upon your arrival.  

 

Saturday 2
nd

 April, following the Official opening of the rally, will see the entire field depart for the Luskintyre Aircraft 

Museum for lunch, an inspection of the hangers and the vintage aircraft stationed there. There is also the possibility for an 

aerial display of some of these beautiful machines, weather permitting.  

 

 
President: Lyle Constable 

Secretary: Olwyn Edmonds 

Treasurer: Geoff Prescott 

 

Please address all correspondence to: 

The Secretary 
NDVCCC Inc. 

PO Box 20 
New Lambton 

NSW, 2305 
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Lunch boxes (photo example attached) for Saturday, consisting of sandwiches/rolls/fruit and a drink will be provided as an 

option. Your Rally Registration Entry form contains provision for this element.  

It is suggested that your members also please bring their own seating for the Saturday run, as well as hot beverages if that 

is their desire. 

 

Saturday Evening’s Meal, a BBQ Feast, will be provided by the Singleton Lions Club in the Singleton Showground 

Pavilion, and will consist of your choice of sausage and/or meat pattie, coleslaw, salad, potato salad, with dessert, tea 

and/or coffee. Tables and seating will be provided. 

 

Sunday’s Programme, 3
rd

 April, will include an Ecumenical Service, followed by an all Club assembly for judging of the 

Mal Mason Shield, as well as the Concours d’Elegance. We will provide a separate email covering the origins, and 

requirements for judging of these events. 

 

Sunday afternoon will allow free time so that your members might enjoy the sights and attractions of the Lower Hunter 

Valley, Coalfields and Hunter Wine Country.  We have included a fairly detailed list of attractions with this invitation 

together with web site details for you and your member’s information.  

 

Sunday Evening’s Presentation Dinner will be provided at the Singleton Diggers Club in York Street Singleton. You will 

be treated to a two course meal, consisting of a main meal followed by dessert. Both courses will be two choice alternate 

drop serve. Tea and/or coffee included. 

  

Monday 4
th

 April concludes our rally, and we wish to send you all home fully sated with a hearty breakfast of bacon, eggs, 

tea and/or coffee. We will commence serving at the Singleton show grounds at 7.30am, until 10.30am. 

 

Rally fee has been set at $ 55.00 which includes all morning teas, with cakes and biscuits, as well as Monday’s Farewell 

Breakfast, and a Rally Bag containing a specifically printed Rally Badge, a specifically printed Rally Book, local 

information and sponsors materials. 

 

Rally numbers unfortunately, due to attendance limits at the Singleton Diggers Club, have been set at a maximum of 140 

registrations or 280 persons, and a cut off date for registrations has been set at 31
st
 January 2022. 

 

So, get in early and enjoy yourselves at Singleton NSW for the 2022 CHMC Annual Rally and AGM. 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Denis Crossman 

2022 CHMC Annual Rally Coordinator 

NDVCCC Inc. 

 

**************************************************************************** 

As of 11
th
 Dec 2021, 107 of the 140 allocated registrations have been taken up, with most 

booking into the “Country Motel” Singleton so, if you’d like to attend please make your 

arrangements ASAP to avoid disappointment. 

 

For further information and attachments mentioned in this invitational letter, please contact: 

 

Alan Early (CHMC Registrar) phone 02 6762 4744 

 

Or on the TVCC website 

 

     www.tamworthvintagecarclub.com 
 

***************************************************************************************** 

http://www.tamworthvintagecarclub.com/
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KEEPIT DAM CAMP OUT 

OCTOBER 2021 

 

The Camp Outs have had a series of changes 

from the original venue at Attunga which 

featured earth camp ovens, then to Nundle 

where the camp kitchen provided more 

convenience, and then on to this years venue at 

Keepit Dam. 

 

This year’s venue was influenced by the 

continuing COVID-19 restrictions and although 

easing, they are still generating uncertainty. So 

Keepit Dam was chosen for its good camping 

features and camp kitchen which provided 

ample facilitates to facilitate a good array of 

“bring your own” dishes. 

 

The cook-up part of our camp outs has always 

required a lot of resources and a fairly long time 

to prepare and dish up the food.  

And it generally falls on the same members. 

The Covid uncertainty provided a break from 

our traditional cook-up routine and it might 

provide a timely opportunity to review what 

format we want in the future. 

 

Anyway, back to the work face and the 

following members stayed in various forms of 

caravans and cabins. Brian & Heather, Alan & 

Maree, Cliff & Phyllis, Arthur & Kay, Lance & 

Kerry, Ken & Clair, Ian & Karen, and Paul & 

Nerida. Peter Wright, John Stacy & John Hillier 

came out to join us for the cook-up.  

 

 
Camping facilities with lake in background 

 

And seeing there were no historic cars, we took 

photos of our members: 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

A good relaxing break and topped up nicely by 

incorporating the monthly run on Sunday.  

 

          OCTOBER MONTHLY RUN 

          KEEPIT DAM 

 

This was a nice easy run to Keepit Dam to meet 

up with the campers who were already out there 

for the Camp Out the previous day. 

 

The lake is full, and everything looks a picture: 

 

 
 

It was a BYO event and being a warmish day, 

the Camp Kitchen was popular together with 

the shady area outside.  
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Good to have new members Pat & Kate 

Sullivan joining us in their Holden 1 tonner 

which is the foremost vehicle in the following 

photograph: 

 

 
 

Behind Pat & Kates vehicle is Graham Fletcher 

& Mal Webbers Rover, Greg & Margaret’s 

Vanguard, and Barry Johnson’s Ford 350 truck. 

Also participating were: Peter Wright in his 

Mercedes, and Brian & Phil Orman in the 

Mustang. 

 

Together with the campers who are listed in the 

Camp Out article, there were 30 members who 

participated which is a particularly good roll-up. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

NOVEMBER 2021 PIE RUN  

TO BENDEMEER HOTEL  

 

After a string of picnic style open air runs due 

to Covid restrictions, it was nice to go to one of 

our old favourites for a sit down meal. The 

hotel was not busy and they catered for us quite 

well. The building has a stately nature and the 

old cars in front complimented its ambience: 

 
Nearest the camera is Michael & Mary’s Jag, 

Peter’s Mercedes, and Henk & Trudy’s Holden. 

 

With backs to the camera were: 

 
Paul & Maureen’s MG, Michael J’s Ford 

Thunderbird, JohnHillier’s Corolla, Alan & 

Maree Early’s Dodge. 
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Nice to have new members Henk & Trudy Haak 

along in their HR Holden:  

 
 

Henk has virtually rebuilt the car and it is a very 

well done restoration.  

 

 
As with the rest of the car, the engine is 

original. 

 

Also participating were Chesty & Heather – 

Mercedes, Greg & Margaret – Triumph, Paul & 

Nerida – Chev, and in moderns were Ken & 

Clair, John & Leanne, Arthur & Kay, Lance & 

Kerry, Roly & Trish  

 

This was a pleasant days run up in the 

mountains, with a welcome return to Tamworth 

for some nice steady rain. 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER MONTHLY RUN 

         ATTUNGA / SOMERTON / RAIN 

 

Supposedly a pretty simple run – out to Attunga 

for morning tea in the park, then on to 

Somerton Hotel for lunch. Couldn’t be easier. 

Simple as falling off a log. But the persistent 

steady rain had other ideas. The assembly point 

was changed from the open air car park to the 

shelter shed at the Truck Stop Memorial south 

of town. Then off through Forest Hills went the 

21 members to the roadside park at Attunga for 

morning tea.  

 

 
Luckily, we had contacts with the local hall 

committee who allowed us to use the Youth 

Hall for which we were all very grateful (and 

dry). 

 

But 3 KMs out from Attunga we met this: 

 

 
 

The water over the road was OK to proceed, but 

car distributors don’t like water and Humbers 

are no different. But it started up and went off 

to the next watercourse which was a bit trickier, 

so back through this crossing with no trouble, 

and on to Somerton via a different route.  

 

Full marks to Michael J for wading across boots 

and all to render assistance, and it was also very 

comforting to see the other members all willing 

to offer assistance when needed. This is the 

Club at its best.  
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These 2 were the cars of the day. Would you 

believe that on a cool wet day the ute managed 

to overheat and got its thermostat taken out for 

its troubles. The Humber waded through a 

watercourse and although it had a bit of a hick-

up, it came back through the same crossing 

which was noticeably deeper, with no trouble. 

They both went out and both came back. 

 

So finally, on to Somerton Pub: 

 
 

 
This is the first time we have been here and 

after a bit of a dishevelled trip, it was nice to sit 

down and relax. The pub is comfortable with 

good service, meals, and prices. So what better 

way to finish off the day. And just in case you 

are wondering – yes, it kept raining all the way 

back to Tamworth. 

 

 

This was the Somerton pub as it appeared for 

quite some time and was unmistakable with its 

black and white cow livery. 

 

 
 

And this cow kettle remained a part of the pubs 

history, (until the Secretary bought it).  

 

 
Moo! 

 

DECEMBER 2021 PIE RUN  

TO WERRIS CREEK PHARMACY  

 

This was a very fitting venue to finish off our 

runs for the year. It is a favourite with most 

members having a broad menu at competitive 

prices, good food, friendly service, indoor or 

outdoor eating, and plenty of oddments to buy.  
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Inside the Pharmacy with its large range of  

gifts and other items for sale. 

 

The only minus point is the road down there, 

and although there is some roadworks going on, 

it is getting worse. The old ’24 Dodge bounced 

around all over the place and got a leak in the 

float on the way home so that slowed things 

down a bit. 

 

 
Greg & Margaret’s Triumph and Alan & 

Maree’s Dodge in front of the historic railway 

station. 

 

We are accumulating a wider range of vehicles 

in the Club and it is good to now have a Camira 

added to the fleet. Although reasonably popular 

in the 1980’s, there are not many Camiras still 

floating around.  

 

 

 

 
Peter’s Camira 

 

 
Michael J’s Rolls-Royce exudes elegance, and 

behind it is Michael C & Mary’s V12 Jag – a 

big cat. 

 

Also participating were Chesty & Heather – 

Holden, Ian – MG, Hank & Trudy – P76, and 

Margaret S. 

 

The weather was absolutely perfect, and to top 

off the day, the Pharmacy has a magnificent 

gelato bar. You can just feel it doing you 

good…. 

 

INSPECTION DAY 

27 NOVEMBER 2021 

 

 
 



The Tamworth Spark Page 12 
 

The day ran very smoothly and overall few 

problems were encountered with the 41 vehicles 

that went through the process. So 

congratulations to the owners who have 

maintained their vehicles in a safe operating 

condition.  

 

 
The allocated vehicle timeslots worked out by 

Greg and the owners continued to work well 

and will probably continue even when the 

COVID-19 restrictions ease further. It avoids 

congestion and ensures that the whole 

inspection process, including the 

documentation, works smoothly. 

 
Our Inspector Brian was assisted by Jason this 

year, with Paul, Chesty, Peter and Alan all 

chipping in. Greg looked after the 

documentation and Ken collected the money. 

 

 

 

Our most grateful thanks also go to Max and 

Gwen for making their premises available. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Perpetual Trophies 
This year we found that most of our perpetual 

trophies were running out of space. We took 

this as an opportunity to review the range of 

perpetual trophies. These are now all single 

display boards with space for the next forty 

years. Each year the recipient will now all 

receive a medallion to keep. The trophies are: 

 

Best Attendance at Pie Runs- awarded to the 

member(s) who attended the most 
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Pie Runs in a “club car”. 

2021 Recipients Brian Chesterfield & Heather 

Frankel 

 

Best Attendance at Monthly Runs - awarded to 

the member(s) who attended the most Monthly 

Runs in a “club car”. 

2021 Recipients Orman Family 

 

Restored Vehicle of the Year - awarded to 

vehicle deemed by the committee to be the best 

restoration completed in that year. If no vehicle 

restoration completed in the current year it will 

be awarded to a previously restored vehicle in 

regular club use. 

2021 Recipient Peter Wright 1961 Humber 

Hask 

 

Club Car of the Year - awarded to a vehicle that 

is regularly used for club runs, rallies and 

external displays that reflects well on our club. 

2021 Recipient Alan & Maree Early 1933 

Dodge 

 

Club Member of the Year - awarded to a 

member(s) that support the activities of the club 

and offer their time, knowledge and expertise to 

also support fellow members. 

2021 Recipient Paul Boyd 

 

 

We tried a new venue this year being the 

Moonshiners Bar at the Family Hotel and we 

must wholeheartedly thank Craig Power, who 

incidentally happens to be a member of our 

club, for making this venue available.  

 
It suited our needs admirably, including 

facilities for a slide show with photos going 

back to 2010. And a big thank you to Ren, a 

most obliging host. 

 

So on with the show. Best attendance at 

monthly runs: The Orman Family. (No Photo). 

 

Best attendance at Pie Runs: 

 
Brian Chesterfield & Heather Frankel 

 

Best restored:  

 
Peter Wright for his 1961 Humber Hawk II 

 

Club car of the year 

 
1933 Dodge (Blue Dodge) owned by Alan & 

Maree Early 
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Club members of the year  

 
Paul & Nerida Boyd 

 

The difficulties faced this year were detailed by 

Club Vice President Cliff Bird who praised the 

unstinting efforts of President Peter Wright. 

 

Safely and successfully navigating the club 

through the COVID-19 crisis was particularly 

demanding for everyone, including the Run 

Directors Greg Campbell and Brian 

Chesterfield, and the Committee in general.  

 

Secretary Alan Early focused appreciation on 

all club members for their understanding and 

acceptance of the ever evolving Covid 

requirements, and their readiness to extract the 

best possible enjoyment from the extenuating  

circumstances.  

 

Scanning QR codes, signing in (often twice), 

wearing masks, producing vaccination 

evidence, and those rotten zoom meetings – 

hopefully all just a bad dream. 

 

 

 

 

Feature Article 
 

Henk & Trudy Haak’s  

1976 Leyland P76  

“Targa Florio” 
 

Background: (Courtesy of Wikipedia) 

The Leyland P76 is a large car that was 

produced by Leyland Australia, 

the Australian subsidiary of British Leyland. 

Featuring what was described at the time as the 

"standard Australian wheelbase of 111 

inches", it was intended to provide the company 

with a genuine rival to large local models like 

the Ford Falcon, the Holden Kingswood, and 

the Chrysler Valiant. But, due to the first real 

fuel crisis and demand far exceeding the supply, 

Leyland rushed the assembly process with the 

first of the P76s to come off the assembly line, 

resulting in poor build quality and some 

reliability problems. The combination of the 

rushed assembly, fuel crisis and strikes at the 

component manufacturers' factories, resulted in 

the Leyland P76 being labelled a lemon, despite 

receiving the Wheels magazine Car of the Year 

in 1973. By 1974, sales of the P76 had slumped 

and BMC decided to end the production of the 

P76. Although the P76 has been labelled a 

lemon in Australian motoring history, it is 

viewed by some as an iconic Australian car and 

has a loyal following. 

In 1969, Leyland Australia was given the go-

ahead to build a large car for Australia. At the 

time of the car's launch, it was reported that 

Leyland Australia had an accumulated deficit 

equivalent to £8.6 million, and had borrowed 

the same amount again in order to fund the 

development of the P76. The P76 was designed 

and built from scratch with a fund of only 

A$20m. This was also a decade of serious 

financial and operational challenges for the 

parent company back in Britain. Commercial 

success for this car was therefore seen as crucial 

to the survival of Leyland in Australia.
[2]

 

Launched in 1973, the P76 was nicknamed "the 

wedge", on account of its shape, with a large 

boot, able to easily hold a 44 gallon drum. 

Although station wagon and "Force 

7" coupé versions were designed, these never 

went into mass production. 

Despite the V8 model 

winning Wheels magazine's Car of the Year for 

1973, sales of the P76 were adversely affected 

by a variety of issues: component 

manufacturers' strikes limiting parts availability, 

production problems at Leyland Australia's 

plant in Zetland all restricted supply of the car; 

the release of P76 coincided with the first Oil 

Crisis, when fuel prices increased dramatically. 

As a result, demand for all larger cars subsided. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Automobile
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Motor_Corporation_(Australia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Leyland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ford_Falcon_(Australia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holden_Kingswood
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chrysler_Valiant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BLMC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BLMC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leyland_P76#cite_note-Autocar1973-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/44_gallon_drum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Station_wagon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coup%C3%A9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mass_production
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wheels_magazine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Car_of_the_Year
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zetland,_New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1973_oil_crisis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1973_oil_crisis
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Hence, notwithstanding generally favourable 

press and public reaction to the car, sales did 

not reach expectations. 

British Leyland announced plans to sell P76 in 

the UK. However, production ceased before 

these plans could come to fruition. 

 

Leyland P76 Targa Florio with a Force 7 next 

to it. 

 

A Leyland Force 7 prototype 

 

A P76 Station Wagon 

 

A 44 gallon drum in the huge boot 

The car achieved success in the 1974 World 

Cup Rally- winning the Targa Florio section 

and placing 13th overall. Leyland Australia 

celebrated this victory by releasing a limited 

edition Targa Florio model: the V8 Super with 

Limited slip Diff, sports wheels and steering 

wheel, as well as special paintwork, including 

side stripes. 

Gerry Crown and Matt Bryson won the Classic 

Category of the 2013 Peking to Paris Endurance 

Rally in their Leyland P76 with a time of 

237:30:10 

Gerry Crown and Matt Bryson also finished 

Second on the 2015 Road to Mandalay classic 

car rally, winning the Malaysian Cup for being 

the fastest car. 

 

 

The Feature Car 

 
Henk and Trudy write: 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Leyland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Targa_Florio
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=2013_Peking_to_Paris_Endurance_Rally&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=2013_Peking_to_Paris_Endurance_Rally&action=edit&redlink=1
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LEYLAND P76 TARGA FLORIO. 

   This Targa was not in a good shape when it 

was towed in by the NRMA Penrith Branch 

NSW with a blown motor and was traded in for 

another car. 

 

My ex boss( Mr.Geoff Barrett) 

 Kept this Targa as his own. He reconditioned 

the engine, then sent it to the NRMA Smash 

repair division for a external re-paint. 

 

His son Paul Barrett then drove this car daily 

when going to TAFE.  This car then was stored 

for over 24 years with some more repairs 

needed. 

 

I spotted this car in the shed one day and said to 

Geoff that the car is going to wreck & ruins and 

jokingly said  it should be in my garage so I can 

look after it ! He said he will do it up again one 

day. 

 

Sad to say, Geoff passed away suddenly about 4 

years later. 

 

My thoughts were that the Targa chapter had 

ended there. Approximately 10 months later, his 

son Paul Barrett called me and said he needed 

to talk to me. 

 

After arriving at his place, he showed me the 

Targa Florio which was parked under a car port, 

he said that his Dad had mentioned my words to 

him and that he (Paul) would have no time for it 

as he had a young family, so he said for me to 

pick it up and restore it back as if my own car! 

After getting the car home I started searching 

and procuring parts required (2nd hand) eg. 

Petrol tank, 2 wheels and fiddly bits, new 

Radiator and decals, rebuild the brakes, 

Suspension bushes etc. & tyres got the car back 

on the road to where it is today. 

 

For the mechanically minded among you, Specs 

as follows: 

Engine; Aluminium 4.4 Lts V8 

(192 BHP). 

Pistons; 3 1/2” x stroke 3 1/2” and a perfect 90* 

V, known as an engineers dream.(square). 

Gearbox; Auto 3 speed Borg Warner35. 

Differential ; LSD Borg Warner. biggest disc 

brakes at the time. 

Steering - power rack & pinion. 

Suspension; Mc Pherson Strud front, Coils rear 

and a Boot to fit a 44 gallon Drum ! 

Body; Unishell construction including 8” safety 

barriers in doors- crumple rating design. 

 

The Targa is based on a super model with 

special additions added as a proud additional 

model after the Car Won the Sydney to London 

Marathon and the Targa Florio Rally Track in 

Sicily (Italy) with Evan Green & John Bryson 

driving it. 

 

The Leyland P76 V8 also won the ‘Wheels Car 

of the Year’ award in 1973. No mean feat. 

 

This car was designed and built by a small team 

of Australian dedicated Engineers with 100% 

AUSTRALIAN Parts 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Wishing all club members, 

their friends and family a 

safe and happy Christmas 

and New Year 


