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TVCC RUNS AND MEETINGS FROM FEBRUARY 2021 ONWARDS
COVID - in one line:
If in doubt, sign in first and then talk.
Sunday 21st February: Monthly Run to Anzac Park for morning tea, then Currabubula Hotel for lunch.
Meet at Paradise car park at 9.00 for sign in, then departure at 9.30 for Anzac Park which is BYO everything.
Lunch at the Currabubula Hotel is booked for 12.30 and the pub can safely handle 30. It is almost certain that
you will be required to register your details again at the hotel for contact tracing so please do not hesitate to
comply.
Thursday 4th March: Pie Run to Wallabadah Hotel. Meet at Paradise car park at 10.30 for sign in, then
departure at 11.00. Be prepared to enter your details again at the hotel.
Thursday 18th March: Monthly Meeting at the Salvation Army complex, 328 Goonoo Goonoo Road. The
same details as for Februarys meeting can be expected to continue.
Sunday 21st March: Monthly Run. Mystery run which will be a BYO event. Meet at Paradise car park at 9.00
for sign in, then departure at 9.30.
Thursday 1st April: Pie Run to Currabubula Hotel. Meet at usual place for sign in and departure at 11.00.
Be prepared to enter your details again at the hotel.
Thurs 8 – Mon 12 April 2021. Bush Council Rally at Temora. TVCC Sec has Entry Forms.
Thursday 15th April: Monthly Meeting commencing 7.30pm. Salvation Army complex, 328 Goonoo
Goonoo Road. The same requirements as for previous meetings can be expected.
Sunday 18th April: Monthly Run. Meet at normal place for sign in and departure at 9.30. Morning tea at
Wallabadah. Then Willow Tree Information Centre for lunch.
Sunday 6th May. Pie Run. Proposed to Bendemeer Hotel.
Sunday 16th May. National Motoring Heritage Day. It is proposed to move our May monthly run to Walcha
and Apsley Falls forward to this date. Meet at Paradise car park at 9.00 for sign in, then departure at 9.30 for
morning tea at Walcha, and lunch at Apsley Falls.
Thursday 20th May. Monthly Meeting commencing 7.30pm. Salvation Army complex, 328 Goonoo
Goonoo Road. The same requirements as for previous meetings can be expected.
22 - 23 May. Shannons Motor Show and display.
Sunday 23 May. This would normally be the date for our Monthly Run, but it is proposed to move it
forward one week to make it our event for National Motoring Heritage Day. This will leave the 22–23
weekend free for members or Club to be involved with Motor Show.
CONTACTS:

Pie Run Director is Michael Crawley. Ph. 6766 8282.
Monthly Run Director is Greg Campbell. Ph. 0407 205 390.
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THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
Another year has kicked off with many positives. It has been nice to see some green grass and a
lot less dust than this time last year. Unfortunately we are still living with the overtones of
COVID19. For our club this has two main implications:
1. The need to maintain a register of all participants gathering for club runs continues. This is
separate from the requirement to use QR codes in venues we visit.
2. Whilst we will return to face to face meetings at the Salvation Army complex on the Third
Thursday of each month, we have to use the room opposite where we have normally met. It is
also a requirement that you either QR code or sign-in on entry to the room.
I trust that you appreciate the necessity for these.
Thank you for everyone that came along to the President’s Breakfast. Our usual catering team
of Roly and Trish; Brian and Heather; Cliff and Phyliss did a sterling job at keeping us fed. I
haven’t even counted the donations yet, but I do know that our local Ronald McDonald House
will welcome these.
Greg and Michael have developed a schedule for monthly and pie runs. Monthly runs in
particular will be a little flexible as we respond to opportunities that present themselves
throughout the year. As you would appreciate organisations are just beginning to gain
confidence to plan for the year ahead. Our first Pie Run to Manilla Bowling Club was well
supported and quite enjoyable. It was especially nice to see the cars on HVS out and about.
Over the past couple of weeks Ian Lambert and John Hillier have joined our sick list. We wish
them well for a speedy recovery.
In December last year the long awaited permanent Log Book for vehicles on HVS and CVS
appeared. It is worth remembering that you now have a new Certificate of Approved Operations
issued with the Log Book serial number on it that must be carried with your log book in your
vehicle at all times.
As we return back to a regular year of club activities please make time to join in. Our members
have much collective wisdom to share. It might be our vehicles that bring us to our club, but it
is our friendships and fellowship that makes our club.
Looking forward to seeing you often.

Peter Wright
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TAMWORTH VINTAGE CAR CLUB Inc.
MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETINGS
The minutes of Ordinary General Meetings will no longer be printed in this
journal.
These minutes are available on the Tamworth Vintage Car Club website;
www.TamworthVintageCarClub.com.au
Should you wish to have a printed copy of the minutes and do not have access to the
internet, please contact one of your Committee members.

Sponsorship
We are pleased to advise that the postage for distribution of “The Tamworth Spark”
is now being sponsored by
“Bearfast / Bearquip”.
We would like to thank the management and staff for their support. We would also
like to recommend that you in turn support this local company when next you are
considering a home, business, agricultural or car related purchase.
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TVCC Committee Meeting Minutes
Last Thursday, 11th February, we held our first Committee Meeting for 2012. As usual we had
some lively discussion. Some key points considered included:
There was a very favourable response to the arrangements introduced at last year’s
Inspection Day. Spacing cars out overcame some bottle necks experienced in previous
years. We will recommend to the Registrar that similar arrangements be made in
future.
Potential overlaps between Pie and Monthly runs was looked at. We came to the
conclusion that this was a non-issue as any venue overlaps were spaced apart.
Monthly runs are not set in concrete and Greg will respond to what what is available
when determining these. Due to COVID last year details of these are only just
beginning to be available.
New membership applications were approved and we welcome:
Brett and Trudy White (MGB)
Marie-Louise Geary and Paul Gearin (Rover P6, Jaguar XJ6, Morris Minor)
Graeme and Cheryl Hayes (Sunbeam Alpine, Chevrolet Bel Air)
Gilbert and Dr Melanie Hanson (MGA, Daimler 250, 1927 Cadillac)
We hope that these new members will be made to feel a welcome part of our club.
Meetings will return to face-to-face from February at the Salvation Army Centre. This requires
extra effort around signing in, setting up chairs and cleaning afterwards. We feel this is a small
sacrifice in order to getting back to regular contact as not everyone could use the ZOOM
platform.
We previewed our new club website. It has a modern contemporary look with a revolving
gallery of our cars on the home page. An interactive club calendar has been embedded. When
you click on a date, details of the activity come to the front. Magazines from the past year are
also accessible along with several picture galleries. The committee has approved it going live.
We will advise the updated address by email when this happens.
*****************************************************************************************

VALE
It’s with great sadness that we mark the passing of Geoff Larkham (19/06/1941 – 08/11/2020),
a well known and highly regarded member of the old car movement.
Our thoughts and prayers are with Beth, his wife of 58 years, and his children and
grandchildren
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Feature (or should I say Future) Article;
Electric cars will become a part of the power grid one day – and many
countries are speeding ahead with uptake.
So why is Australia stuck in the slow lane?
By Mike Foley
Sydney Morning Herald
FEBRUARY 1, 2021

Powering up his local government’s car fleet with electric vehicles is one way for Canterbury Bankstown
mayor Khal Asfour to deliver on his council’s climate commitments – but it’s saving some serious cash, too.
“The majority of our electric fleet consists of the Hyundai IONIQ, with each of these vehicles saving council in
excess of $11,000 a year in maintenance and fuel costs,” says Cr Asfour. He’s starting small – with 46 electric
or hybrid vehicles – but aiming big, with a 2025 goal to make all 345 of the council’s fleet electric vehicles, or
EVs as they’re known.
It’s a far cry from what’s happening across Australia’s car market, where just 6718 electric vehicles were sold
across the country in 2020 – a mere 1 per cent of annual car sales.
In an electric vehicle, the traditional internal combustion engine (ICE) is replaced with an electric motor –
which means no fuel tank, no exhaust, no emissions of carbon dioxide and nitrous oxide. Electric vehicles will
be crucial for countries aiming to deliver on their commitments under the Paris Agreement to reduce
greenhouse emissions. In Australia, the transport sector accounts for roughly 20 per cent of greenhouse gas
emissions and reducing this output will be critical to achieving the Prime Minister’s goal of decarbonising the
economy before the end of this century.
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What’s more, the size of electric vehicle batteries means they can help power homes that are hooked up to
them. In fact, one day, when there are enough electric vehicles, they are likely to become integral to the smooth
flow of power across the nation.
Countries around the world are starting from a low base of electric car ownership but many advanced
economies are zooming ahead with ambitious plans to ramp up sales, motivated by the benefits to the planet of
lowering carbon emissions and to consumers of reducing operating costs.
How is Australia going with accelerating the switch to electric cars? Why is it becoming a “pariah” among car
makers? And how will cars become an integral part of the power grid one day?

Do electric cars emit fewer emissions?
Electric cars are powered by batteries that are recharged by being plugged into an electricity grid, or network.
Around the world, grids are being made cleaner as low-emission solar and wind energy replaces high-emission
fossil fuels.

Electrifying federal government’s fleet of cars would cost $200 million
A typical electric vehicle charged using the average Australian electricity grid generates about 40 per cent
fewer emissions than a petrol-powered car with an internal combustion engine, a recent study by the
Queensland University of Technology found.
Unless the nation’s light vehicle fleet of cars and small trucks is 90 per cent electric (buses aren’t light
vehicles), state governments won’t be able to reach their net zero emissions by 2050 targets, says Dr Jake
Whitehead from the University of Queensland.
It has been claimed that the emissions generated in manufacturing car batteries, coupled with the emissions
created by the electricity generation needed to power them, makes the lifetime emissions of such vehicles
higher than those of a petrol or diesel car.
A recent study by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, which analysed the emissions generated in
manufacturing and powering EVs, found their greenhouse contribution is offset over six to 18 months,
depending on how much fossil fuels are burned to power the grid used for charging the car’s battery.

How does Australia compare with the world on EV targets?
Unlike many advanced economies, Australia doesn’t have a target for electric vehicle ownership, nor a deadline
on internal combustion engine car sales. Nevertheless, the federal Bureau of Infrastructure, Transport and
Regional Economics forecasts that even in Australia, where’s there’s no policy to incentivise uptake, 60 per
cent of new cars sales will be electric by 2046.
The federal government is working on an electric vehicle policy that will focus on infrastructure, such as
charging stations, and support for researching and developing new technology, but it is not expected to
incentivise buyers to switch from petrol and diesel vehicles.
Meanwhile, the UK, Japan, France and Germany have pledged to ban sales of combustion engines between
2025 and 2030. The international experience shows the market share of electric vehicles could rise faster in
Australia if we followed the lead of other countries that have set targets to phase out internal combustion
engines.
Norway leads the world in electric vehicle ownership, driven by a range of incentives such as waiving import
tariffs and sales tax as well as registration fees. In 2020, it became the first country where EV sales outstripped
the sum total of all petrol, diesel and hybrid vehicle sales. There were about 140,000 EVs sold in Norway in
2020, or 54 per cent of the market.
The Tamworth Spark
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Electric vehicles comprise about 5 per cent of vehicle sales in China – which has now ditched its strategy of
incentivising consumers to buy them and has instead imposed a mandated sales target on manufacturers to
make such vehicles 40 per cent of all sales by 2030.
US President Joe Biden pledged in late January to replace the US government’s fleet of almost 650,000
vehicles with EVs produced in the country. A day later, iconic US car maker General Motors announced it
would cease production of petrol and diesel vehicles by 2035 and replace them with electric models, as part of
its plan to be carbon neutral by 2040.

Do electric vehicles add to the grid or drain it?
Regardless of how quickly the market share of electric vehicle grows, there are ongoing concerns over their
drain on the electricity grid. When the Labor Party made an election pledge ahead of the 2019 federal poll to lift
the market share of such vehicles to 50 per cent by 2030,energy agencies warned the grid could meltdown due
to the drain on the grid from millions of car batteries plugging in for a recharge.
But Victoria Energy Policy Centre director Bruce Mountain says there’s no cause for concern for the health of
the energy network, as the spike in energy demand from growth in EV sales “is not going to be a big deal”.
“It’s amazing how much energy we use to heat our homes and hot water systems. The energy for motor cars is
much smaller and can be accommodated by the grid quite simply.”
Mountain says a typical array of rooftop solar panels generates more than enough power for the home and an
electric car. But because many electric vehicles will be used for a daily commute, and solar power isn’t
available at night, he doesn’t expect the home will be the primary charging point for many drivers.
A home rooftop array produces 20 kilowatt hours of electricity each day, averaged out across the year. An
average household consumes about 10 kilowatt hours, and a commuter in a major city needs about five kilowatt
hours a day to recharge their EV.
But the size of an electric vehicle battery is bigger than the household batteries coming onto the market,
meaning they could be used for the home to avoid expensive peak demand periods in the early evening when
people get home from work and switch on their appliances. EV batteries are around 60 kilowatt hours compared
to a typical five- to 10-kilowatt hours in-home battery used to store power for rooftop solar.
What’s more, electric car batteries can be hooked up to the grid through charging points at home. With smart
technology, their stored power can be tapped to smooth peaks and troughs in network supply, which will come
from the growth of large-scale wind and solar farms.

What is the role of gas in a green economy?
Energy retailers are trialling contracts under which a vehicle owner is paid by the network operator to use their
car battery as a power supply when it is hooked up to the grid in peak times while also making sure the battery
is charged with cheap power overnight.
Mountain says many suburban workplaces would be able to install rooftop solar to power their workers’
charging stations, but in cities where space is more limited power would need to be bought in off the wholesale
market.
“I think the pressure will be on workplaces to have charging stations. I expect it to be offered as a fringe benefit
for employers because as the cost of power comes down, it won’t be a significant cost for employers but it
would be very attractive for employees,” he says.
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But isn’t the price tag a bit steep on electric cars?
Electric vehicle advocates warn that Australia’s lack of emissions standards is out of step with international
markets, which have encouraged manufacturers to phase out some of their petrol models. Unlike Australia, the
US and EU and other markets set a quota for the volume of carbon dioxide that can be emitted collectively
across the fleet of a manufacturer’s internal combustion engine cars, in part to encourage manufacturers to
develop new electric models.
Price tags in showrooms reflect a lack of policies to entice electric car makers Down Under. The cheapest EVs
in the UK and US sell for about $30,000 whereas currently the five cheapest electric car models available in
Australia cost between $44,000 and $64,000 and are expensive compared to the cheapest petrol models – which
start at less than $15,000.
Whitehead says Australia is becoming a “pariah” in the eyes of electric vehicle manufacturers because there are
no major incentives to encourage consumer uptake. Car makers would choose to run out their end-of-line petrol
models here while they ramp up sales of electric vehicles in more attractive markets, Whitehead says.

'Dumping ground': Australia charged with discouraging electric vehicles
“Manufacturers are in a situation where they have to make a choice [as to] where around the world they send
their limited production. Australia is a risky choice compared to the US and UK, where the vehicle is sold
before it hits the dock,” he says.
Energy company AGL is the first Australian company to commit to the EV100 global initiative, pledging to
replace its fleet of 400 vehicles with electric vehicles by 2030. AGL chief operating officer Markus Brokhof
says EVs “are at a point where the vehicles themselves are no longer just for early adopters, and we will begin
to see prices fall”.
Brokhof moved to Melbourne from Switzerland nine months ago and was “shocked” at the small range of
electric car models on offer to commuters.
“There were 17 used vehicles for sale in Victoria when I got here,” he says. He eventually bought a secondhand Nissan Leaf model. “It’s not the newest model but it’s got a range of 170 kilometres, which is very
sufficient for me,” he says. “It’s very easy, too. I can charge it at home with a normal socket and it’s fun to
drive because the acceleration is rapid.”

How much does it cost to run an EV?
With virtually no engine maintenance required and electricity to charge an EV battery costing the equivalent of
30¢ to 40¢ a litre for fuel, the running costs of current electric vehicle models are low compared to those of
petrol cars, says the Australian Electric Vehicle Council.
“An EV engine has far fewer moving parts than an internal combustion engine so most wear and tear on the
vehicles is in the tyres and brakes,” says the council’s chief executive, Behyad Jafari.
“In general terms, a petrol car’s maintenance costs around 7¢ per kilometre and for an EV that is more like 2¢
per kilometre.”
Batteries are a major cost factor for electric vehicles and with recent improvements they now have an average
lifespan of around 15 years.
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Why are our governments taxing electric cars?
Growth in electric vehicle sales is set to siphon off the stream of petrol tax revenue that flows into state coffers
– and that will be lost when EVs come to dominate the market. Fuel excise revenue has fallen 30 per cent in the
past 20 years as petrol and diesel vehicles become more efficient, and federal government projections show an
$11-billion decline by mid-century.
Eyeing this looming revenue drop, Victoria announced in November a 2.5¢ per kilometre tax on electric
vehicles, and South Australia plans to legislate a similar measure. The state governments argue that road-user
charges levied on such vehicles compensate for the loss of fuel excise tax.

What's a 'just transition' and can you switch to green energy without sacking
coal workers?
But, while governments miss out on fuel excise, Ernst and Young says this is more than compensated for by
higher registration costs due to the heavy weight and high prices of electric vehicle models sold in Australia,
with the average electric vehicle delivering an extra $137 in annual revenue compared to fuel-powered cars.
Electric vehicles also save governments money by lowering the public health costs associated with pollution
from combustion engines.
Whitehead has recently completed research on the impact of fuel excise taxes on electric car sales, including a
survey of 500 drivers, which he said was a representative sample of the national market. He found that a 2.5¢
per kilometre tax like Victoria’s would discourage sales and reduce market share to as little as 30 per cent by
2050 – or up to 9.5 million fewer vehicle sales.

How will we get enough charging stations?
Car manufacturers have cited concerns over the driving range of electric vehicles and a lack of public charging
infrastructure as a major factor in their popularity. It’s a chicken-and-egg scenario, with the low number of such
cars on the road holding back the rollout of more charging stations. The EV models on offer in Australia have a
range of around 130 kilometres on a single charge.

What is carbon capture and storage (and does it work)?
Mountain says he “wouldn’t be surprised if the problem took care of itself” as the retail cost of new electric
vehicles comes down, with cheaper models hitting the market as manufacturers cease producing combustion
engine cars. “My guess is, as more EVs are on the road there’ll be a niches for retailers to combine the cost of
charging with services like coffee or car washes and so on.
“I would also expect there would be a role of government to roll out infrastructure to generate confidence in the
EV market – and that is entirely within the capability of state budgets to do that without big costs.”
Jafari says businesses such as shopping centres and those in regional towns are rolling out charging stations to
attract customers.
“In more mature markets in Europe, EV charging is done where you are – at the movies, in hotels, in shops or
towns which are off the main highway,” he says.
“The electricity grid has already been built so charging stations are relatively cheap to build, so businesses
don’t care about the 30¢ in electricity it costs to charge your car if they get you into their shop.”
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President’s Breakfast
January 2021
As Peter Wright has noted in his President’s
Column, this was another successful event. The
usual suspects were on hand to make sure that
all members were well fed and watered.
I’m sure you’ll agree that, with the milder
weather, it was a very pleasant morning indeed.
It was also pleasing to see new member, Brett
White in attendance and we look forward to
seeing Brett and Trudy at future events in their
MGB, along with our other new members.
A donation of $75 was raised for Ronald
McDonald House.

FEBRUARY 2021 PIE RUN
TO MANILLA BOWLING CLUB
We finished our Pie Runs at this venue last year
and returned here again for our first Pie Run for
2021. It is a good spot being a nice easy run
from Tamworth with low traffic volumes to
contend with, and the Club offers spacious,
quiet and comfortable accommodation with
good service. The meals are well priced with a
good selection of lunch specials, and ice cream
which can be had natural or fried. Being a
licenced club there is plenty of signing in which
was observed by all members, and of course we
have to maintain our own club’s Covid register.
Covid tracing is going to with us for some time
so we may as well get used to it.
We had a good attendance with 22 members
turning up:

The relaxed pace of morning even allowed our
tireless volunteers time to enjoy some well
earned breakfast
The main bulk of the vehicles were heritage
with a good cross-section of makes and ages. At
the start were:

While some sought the shade others enjoyed the
pleasantly mild weather, taking in some sun.
Michael J – Plymouth, Michael C – Jag, Paul &
Maureen – MGB and Paul’s – Chev
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A couple from the older era were:

Alan & Maree’s – Dodge, and behind John &
Marilyn’s – Model A

Surely one of the most unusual Street Machines
you’ll ever see – a stately Austin of England
with Chevrolet running gear.

Also participating were: Peter – Mercedes, Neal
– Land Cruiser, Warren & Joy – Mercedes,
Brian & Heather – Humber, John – Mercedes,
and in moderns – Terry & Lyn, David & Fiona,
and Roly & Trish.
This was a good start to our runs for the new
year, with a good season and moderate summer
making it even more enjoyable.

Some Photos from the recent Swap
Meet held in Tamworth:

A remarkably original and rust free 1952 FX
Holden project – contact Gavin King – 0427
834 10 – if you’re interested
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A mid 60s Bedford Fire Truck – part of the
Tamworth Classic Fire Engine Club fleet

A sure-fire “Future Collectible” a Holden
Commodore “Adventra” featuring all wheel
drive
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