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regulations, the receipt of the invitation must be recorded
in your club minutes and acceptance forwarded.
Address all correspondence to:
The Secretary
Tamworth Vintage Car Club
PO Box 3275
TAMWORTH NSW 2340
or
tamworthvintagecarclub@gmail.com
or
visit our website:
www.TamworthVintageCarClub.com.au

TVCC RUNS AND MEETINGS FROM DECEMBER 2020 ONWARDS
WEBSITE SITUATION
The Club will be changing from our existing website to a new website in the near future. At present all
the following information regarding events, meetings and is up to date, and will continue to be updated.
We will advise when the new website becomes operational.
COVID-19
The limitations imposed by COVID-19 continue and the following comply with the present
requirements, including some recent changes. One restriction that has not changed is the Club's requirement to
maintain a list of names and contact numbers on all runs. This is essential for contact tracing.

2020
Saturday 12th December. PRESENTATION LUNCH at Oak Tree Retirement Village Hall. 17 Warwick
Road. 12.00 to 2.00.
MEETINGS. There will be no meetings in December or January.
The next meeting will be on Thursday 18th February 2021.
We will endeavouring to re-start our conventional face to face meetings in February 2021 and will advise you
of the situation as soon as we have further information.
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS RUN. This has had to be cancelled.

2021
Sunday 24th January. PRESIDENTS BREAKFAST.
Due to relaxing of COVID restrictions this will now be held at the President's house at Windmill Downs from
8.00 to 10.00. A donation facility will be available for Ronald McDonald House.
Thursday 4th February. Pie Run to Manilla Bowling Club. Yes – I know we have just been there, and no - it
is not a misprint. We are going back to take advanyage of the comfortable environment and value for money
meals..
Thurs 8 – Mon 12 April 2021. CHMC (Bush Council) Rally at Temora.
Other invitation event:
15 - 16 May. Shannons Motor Show and display. Ford is the feature vehicle.
CONTACTS:
Pie Run Director is Michael Crawley. Ph. 6766 8282.
Monthly Run Director is Greg Campbell. Ph. 0407 205 390.
Meetings. Contact Peter Wright. Ph. 6761 6510
Please take care and keep well over the festive season, and we will do everything we can to maximise our
events within the COVID-19 framework.
CONTACTS:
Pie Run Director is Michael Crawley. Ph. 6766 8282.
Monthly Run Director is Greg Campbell. Ph. 0427 205 390.
Meetings. Contact Peter Wright. Ph. 6761 6510
Please take care and keep well, and we will do everything we can to maximise our events within the
COVID framework.
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THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
What a funny old year 2020 has been. Who would have thought way back in January that our
lives were to become so impacted by a worldwide Corona virus pandemic? I feel privileged to
live in Australia where government actions have kept a lid on its spread. Spare a thought for
friends and family living in Europe or America. Life for us is gradually returning to some
semblance of normality and I feel we can look forward to positive Car Club year in 2021.
Throughout this year we have kept the governance of our club ticking over by using the ZOOM
videoconference platform to conduct our meetings. No one would suggest this is a full
replacement for physical meetings, where the informal chatting over a tea or coffee reinforces
what being a club member is really all about.
This year we have had a stop start time with our runs. I really appreciate the work of Michael
Crawley with Pie Runs and Greg Campbell with monthly runs. Both have worked within the
challenges COVID19 Regulations to provide an interesting and varied program.
Last Saturday we held our Christmas/Presentation Lunch at Oak Tree Retirement Village. A big
thank you is due to Ken and Clair for arranging the venue and doing so much of the
Organisation. I know they had helpers but someone has to take responsibility and they both
stepped up. Well done.
Recently I have been musing with thoughts of purchasing a Tesla electric vehicle (a second
hand Tesla S might just scrape into my budget.) With the spread of charging points in NSW I
believe a fully electric vehicle is now viable from a range perspective. Recently I read that the
electronic complexity required to keep internal combustion engines, whether these be petrol or
diesel, accounts for 40% of the manufacturing cost of new vehicles. Electric vehicles actually
flip this dependence making them simpler and potentially reducing long term ownership costs.
This also takes into account replacement battery costs. Unfortunately the elephant in the room
for us is electricity generation and cost.
But I hear you all saying this will never happen in Australia. This is where a reality check needs
to come into play. We no longer manufacture vehicles in Australia and are now fully dependent
on what vehicles are available for import. As an example, Britain has mandated the end of sales
of conventional internal combustion vehicles from 2030. This is one of the world’s largest right
hand drive markets, and this will no doubt have a significant flow on impact on what vehicles
that will be on our roads. This is only nine years away! Something to ponder over the summer
months.
Thank you for your support of our club throughout this challenging year. Now that restrictions
have eased we can look forward to a traditional family Christmas and New Year celebrations.
Have a safe, happy and Holy festive season. I look forward to kicking off 2021 with the usual
President’s Breakfast at my home, until then stay well.

Peter Wright
The Tamworth Spark
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TAMWORTH VINTAGE CAR CLUB Inc.
MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETINGS
The minutes of Ordinary General Meetings will no longer be printed in this
journal.
These minutes are available on the Tamworth Vintage Car Club website;
www.TamworthVintageCarClub.com.au
Should you wish to have a printed copy of the minutes and do not have access to the
internet, please contact one of your Committee members.

Sponsorship
We are pleased to advise that the postage for distribution of “The Tamworth Spark”
is now being sponsored by
“Bearfast / Bearquip”.
We would like to thank the management and staff for their support. We would also
like to recommend that you in turn support this local company when next you are
considering a home, business, agricultural or car related purchase.
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THE DINKUM OIL #11
A drop from the Council of Heritage Motor Clubs to keep you going
CHMC, together with Representatives of Recognised Motor Clubs recently met with Transport for NSW for
the regular Historic and Classic Car Club Industry Working Group (HCCCIWG) meeting.
Revised Log Book: The Revised Vehicle Log Book is expected to be released on 7th December. However,
books will not be issued until individual registrations are renewed.
List of Options and Accessories: The list released in October is a draft guideline only, subject to change, and
will be under review at 6 or 12 monthly intervals. Submissions have been made by several Clubs already.
TfNSW will continue to receive comments or suggestions from Clubs but suggests that these comments be also
made simultaneously to Councils such as CHMC.
Increasing GVM Limit: TfNSW is considering raising the 3.5t GVM eligibility limit for CVS vehicles to 4.5t
but indicates that this most likely may be accompanied by additional restrictions.
HVS/CVS Breaches: Any breaches of either scheme should preferably be directed through CHMC’s Liaison
Officer (Peter Wright) with the following details:
a. Photograph/s of the vehicle indicating the Registration Number and the suspected breach of policy,
b. The date on which the photograph/s were taken and the locality,
c. The Car Club, if known, associated with the vehicle,
d. The aspect of the suspected policy breach.
CHMC, together with Representatives of Recognised Motor Clubs recently met with Transport for NSW for
the regular Historic and Classic Car Club Industry Working Group (HCCCIWG) meeting.
Revised Log Book: The Revised Vehicle Log Book is expected to be released on 7th December. However,
books will not be issued until individual registrations are renewed.
TfNSW Contact: The correct contact to TfNSW for HVS/CVS matters is:
industryengagement@rms.nsw.gov.au. It is recommended that any contact also be copied to Council at
RMSliaison@heritagemotoringcouncil.org.au.
Trucks and Military Vehicles: Council is endeavouring to ascertain the numbers of Trucks, Fire Engines and
Military vehicles registered under HVS, in addition to the numbers of vehicles collected annually via the Club
Census and Affiliation return. Clubs are requested to provide the numbers of these vehicles to Council’s
Registrar Alan Early at: Registrar@heritagemotoringcouncil.org.au
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The gradual easing of Covid 19 restrictions suggests that the ability to gather in larger groups early in 2021 is
becoming more likely. Planning by Clubs of two significant gatherings is proceeding and opportunities for both
are available
•
• CHMC Annual Rally at Temora from 9th to 12th April. Contact Les Buckley at 04 1729 6865.
•
• Pre 31 Autumn Tour at Dubbo from 30th April to 2nd May. Contact Ginny Mather at 04 2884 6316
Clubs are encouraged to consider hosting the 2022 CHMC Annual Rally and lodging an Expression of Interest
with Council’s Registrar, Alan Early.
Clubs are reminded that the Annual Census and Affiliation fees are due by 31st December. Should you choose
to pay by Direct Deposit, Council’s bank details are;
CHMC NSW Inc. BSB 082 711 A/c 115118084;
add note: Club initials and Subs (eg WWCC Subs)

More information about this, and other items of interest, can be found on Council’s website:
www.heritagemotoringcouncil.org.au
***************************************************************************************

The Annual Awards:
Best Owner Restored: Jim & Sandy Black - 1924 Dodge
Best Restored: Alan & Maree Early - 1924 Dodge
Best Prewar: Max & Gwen Russell - Whippet
Best Post war: Arthur & Kay Ramsey - Series IV Humber Super Snipe
Most Original: Graeme & Tanya Faulkner - Holden HR Ute (In recognition not only of its excellent,
original condition but also of Holden’s exit from Australia)
Pie Run Attendance: Michael Jeanes
Club Rub Attendance: John Hillier
Club Person of the Year: Ken Brooks & Clair Power
Raffle Prize:
1st (Half Ham, Christmas Pudding, Farmer Bobs Voucher, Wine): Greg Campbell
2nd (Turkey Roll, Christmas Pudding, Farmer Bobs Voucher, Wine): Barry Johnston
3rd (Pork Roll, Christmas Pudding, Farmer Bobs Voucher, Wine): Warren Lynch

A Note from the Editor
This magazine, like all club activities, is a team effort.
Without the regular contributions from Peter Wright, Alan Early, Michael Crawley and Greg
Campbell in particular we would have no news.
Without the members generously making their cars and other items of interest available we
would have no regular articles.
Without the service of Edwards Printing, we would have no printed copies.
Without members’ postage preparation we’d just have a pile of magazines.
Without Bearfast’s sponsorship we’d have postal expenses
Without you, the members, we would have no readership

To all of these people I offer my sincere thanks and look forward to putting
together these contributions to make The Tamworth Spark an interesting and
informative magazine in 2021 and beyond
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2020 Registration Day – Covid Style.
Saturday the 28 November saw us out at Max and Gwen Russell’s property for our annual registration
day checks, I wish to thank them for the use of their shed but I must also put out a huge thanks to Brian Orman
for giving his time, effort and expertise in completing the inspections.
th

This year we had 37 cars inspected and it was funny to watch who was at the back of the cars waving arms
about indicating all was working correctly. I say it was funny as normally there is either Paul Boyd or Cliff
Bird there but with Covid having us alter our tried and tested methods it was whoever was available.
If your car was eligible for inspection, that is due for registration within 42 days and a further 3 months, you
were asked to book in so we could spread out the numbers.
This worked very well and only once did we have 5 cars lined up due to the fact a new car came in and Brian
inspected engine and chassis numbers, if Peter had figured out how to open the bonnet quicker this line would
not been as long.
Of all the cars inspected it was great to see that we do keep our cars in good mechanical shape and also nice and
clean. Brian only noted small things on a number of cars that would only require a spanner in the shed to have
the issue rectified.
Again I wish to thanks all those who helped on the day and I ask members again that when you pay your
registration please advise me on marggreg@bigpond.com or 0407205390 or 67671306 (leave a message) as to
what date you paid your renewal, this is entirely for record keeping that the Club needs to hold, relevant and up
to date.
Enjoy your Christmas

Greg Campbell

The Tamworth Vintage Car Club wishes all its
members, their families and friends, a safe and
happy Christmas and New Year

The Tamworth Spark
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5th NOVEMBER
PIE RUN to WERRIS CREEK
This was originally going to be another BYO
outdoor lunch at First Fleet Park, Wallabadah.
However, the easing of COVID-19 restrictions
allowed a sit down meal, so we headed off to
Werris Creek Pharmacy.
Pie Runs started off on the concept of going to
the local bakery or shop and buying a pie and
taking it to the park to have for lunch with other
members. So in the initial stages of Covid it
was good to get back to the original concept of
the pie runs. But after several months of
outdoor lunches, it was nice to return to the
comfort of a sit down meal. Werris Creek
Pharmacy never disappoints as evidenced by
those double deck gelatos which add a special
touch.

John & Marilyn’s Model A with the timeless
lines of a Mercedes behind it, and the historic
Railway Station in the background..

For the respected in their afterlife.

At the start with Cliff & Phyllis Magna in the
lead.

Please note that the easing of the COVID-19
restrictions came with more emphasis on
contact tracing. It is therefore imperative that
every person enters their name and contact
details in the Club’s Covid register for every
run.
Thank you.

3rd DECEMBER PIE RUN TO
MANILLA BOWLING CLUB

Ian Lamberts MG

Good spot to finish off the 2020 Pie Runs. The
16 members attending were down a bit on
numbers, but the previous two days were 42
degree scorchers, and this was a little better at
33 deg.. It is not surprising that the number of
historic vehicles that took to the road were also
fewer.
But it was certainly nice to be back indoors
again where it was a bit cooler, especially in
this heat wave condition. Comfort was further
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improved by the provision of new chairs and
tables.
A large plate of Chinese tucker for $10 and a
bowl full of ice cream for $3.80 is good value,
so we intend to go back for some more early
next year. (February 4th to be exact).

Michael J’s Rolls Royce with John’s Crown
behind
Also participating in moderns were: Michael C
& Mary, John & Leanne, Alan & Maree, John
H, and Roly &Trish, and Mark Jeanes in his
Studebaker.
Peters Mercedes with Cliff & Phyllis’ Magna at
rear

A group photo, kindly taken by a staff member –
what a good looking bunch!
John & Marilyn’s Model A; Peters Mercedes
and Michaels Rolls Royce.

We look forward to a variety of Pie Runs in
2021. They complement the Sunday monthly
runs and between the two provide a nice
mixture of runs to suit everyone.
The Covid situation which started in March
introduced numerous difficulties with all our
runs and meetings. Despite the disruptions we
tried to make the best of it and the members are
to be congratulated for their understanding. The
best part is that none of our members suffered
any coronavirus infection for which we can be
incredibly grateful.

You have to marvel at the tenacity of the Model
A in this type of weather. Never missed a beat.
John, Marilyn, and the Model A all deserve a
medal!
The Tamworth Spark

Hopefully, the easing of COVID-19 restrictions
will continue in 2021 and with our expanding
membership base and increasing number of
vehicles, we will have more members enjoying
our activities.
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PRESENTATION LUNCH
12 DECEMBER 2020
47 members attended our lunch at the Oak Tree
Village complex which provided a very casual
and quiet atmosphere.

Best Owner Restored: Jim & Sandy Black for a
1925 Dodge.
Best Pre-war: Max & Gwen Russell for a 1928
Whippet.

It was a self-catered event featuring chicken and
baked veggies plus apple pie and ice cream and
custard, plus drinks, lollies and all that good
stuff. The organising & catering were first class.

Best Restored: Maree Early for patience while
Alan restored a 1924 Dodge

Congratulations to Ken & Clair, Phyllis & Cliff,
Heather & Brian, and Michael, Peter and Alan
and everyone else who chipped in.

Judging winners and awarding
trophies has always been our Clubs
annual blue ribbon event, and the
winners for 2020 are:

Best Post-war: Arthur & Kay Ramsey for a
1964 Humber Super Snipe
Most Original: Graeme & Tanya Faulkner for a
Holden HR Ute
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Guiding hands of the Club: Peter and
Vice President Cliff Bird

Best attendance at Pie Runs: Michael Jeanes.

Cliff presented a special thank you to Peter for
his ongoing capable and efficient guidance as
President of the club. Peter won 3rd prize in the
raffle and graciously re-donated it back again,
and it gets even harder when you are the person
awarding winners for various vehicles. It is only
fitting that his 1929 Model A Ford be
mentioned as it is a car that Peter restored from
ground up. As shown in the following photo it
is well worth an award:
Best attendance at Monthly Runs: John Hillier

Best Club Member: Clair Power & Ken Brooks

RAFFLE WINNERS
1 prize: Greg Campbell.
2nd prize: Barry Johnston.
3rd prize: Warren Lynch .
st

The Tamworth Spark

Peters 1929 Model A Ford

No event would be complete
without some impromptu
paparazzi pictures:
Their fans will know who
they are!!
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Peter Morgan’s Studebaker (supercharged)
Golden Hawk made a rare and welcome
appearance
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Feature Article
Marie-Louise Geary’s Jaguar XJ6 and
Paul Gearin’s Morris Minor 1000
Background – Jaguar XJ6
(courtesy of Wikipedia)

The XJ6, using the 2.8-litre (2,792 cc
(170.4 cu in)) and 4.2-litre (4,235 cc
(258.4 cu in)) straight-six cylinder versions of
Jaguar's renowned XK engine, replaced most of
Jaguar's saloons – which, in the 1960s, had
expanded to four separate ranges. Apart from
the engines, the front and rear suspensions
carried over from previous models as well: the
widest version of Jaguar's IRS unit from
the Mark X, and the sub frame mounted
independent front suspension first seen in the
1955 Mark 1, with new anti-dive geometry.
The XJ line received a facelift in Autumn 1973
for the 1974 model year, thereafter known as
the "Series II"; retrospectively the earlier cars
were referred to as the "Series I". The 4.2 L XJ6
straight-6 engine (most popular in the United
Kingdom) and the 5.3 L V12 XJ12 were
continued with an addition of a 3.4 L (3,442 cc
(210.0 cu in)) version of the XK engine
available from 1975.
Initially the Series II was offered with two
wheelbases, but at the 1974 London Motor
Show Jaguar announced the withdrawal of the
standard wheelbase version: subsequent
saloons/sedans all featured the extra 4 inches
(10 cm) of passenger cabin length hitherto
featured only on the long-wheelbase
model.[9] By this time, the first customer
deliveries of the two-door coupe, which
retained the shorter standard-wheelbase (and
which had already been formally launched more
than a year earlier) were only months away.

Marie-Louise’s car;
Marie-Lousie Geary has recently bought Neal
McLoughlin’s Rover 2000 TC – a car she has
known for decades through a family connection.
This is not the first Engkish car for MarieLouise – the other is a Jaguar:
This is an “Antique White” 1977 Series II
Jaguar XJ6 fitted with the 4.2 litre six, auto
transmission, power steering, air-conditioning,
electric windows and red velour interior.
The car was purchased when only a few years
old by Marie-Louise’s father who used the car
until his recent passing. During this time the car
was used and maintained regularly. Its lovely
condition, including the inevitable signs of
careful use (which add enormously to its
character and history) are a testament to careful
ownership, something Marie-Louise is keen to
continue.

The dash and interior trim show the
rationalisation of design and materials
associated with the Series II resulting in a much
more user friendly driver experience.

Series II cars are visually differentiated from
their predecessors by raised front bumpers to
meet US crash safety regulations, which
necessitated a smaller grille, complemented by
a discreet additional inlet directly below the
bumper. The interior received a substantial
update, including simplified heating and A/C
systems to address criticisms of the complex
and not very effective Series I systems.
The Tamworth Spark

Page 13

The legendary Jaguar six – one of the great
motors of the second half of the twentieth
century, provides sufficient power and torque to
give sports car like performance to this luxury
saloon.

The later Series II, of which this is one, used the
longer wheelbase thus providing generous
legroom. The centre console contains an airconditioning outlet and switches for the rear
electric windows.
While visiting Marie-Louise I had an
opportunity to investigate another iconic
English car – her partner Paul Gearin’s Morris
Minor 1000

Morris Minor 1000
Background (courtesy of Wikipedia)

The view most often seen of an XJ6. Pleasingly
this car still retains it unusual, but correct,
exhaust end pieces

The Morris Minor is a British car that made its
debut at the Earls Court Motor Show, London,
on 20 September 1948. Designed under the
leadership of Alec Issigonis, more than
1.6 million were manufactured between 1948
and 1972 in three series: the MM (1948 to
1953), the Series II (1952 to 1956), and the
1000 series (1956 to 1979).
Initially available as a twodoor saloon and tourer (convertible), the range
was expanded to include a four-door saloon in
1950, a wood-framed estate car (the Traveller)
from October 1953 and panel van and pick-up
truck variants from May1953. It was the first
British car to sell over a million units and is
considered a classic example of automotive
design as well as typifying "Englishness".

The Series II differs from the original in that the
bumper bar has been raised (to comply with US
crash requirements, necessitating a discrete
lower air intake
The Tamworth Spark

In 1956, the Minor received a major programme
of updates intended to keep the car competitive
into the 1960s. Where previously the Minor had
been offered with a broad range of colours and
trim options, the 'Minor 1000' (so named for its
948cc engine) shifted emphasis towards
rationalisation of components to access
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improved economies of scale, and thus enabled
increased production volumes to help the Minor
retain a significant share of the small car market
during a period where car ownership was
becoming more commonplace.

New Zealand). On the two door cars, the rear
wings were modified to remove the openings
for the trafficators; on the 4-door, the B-pillar
pressing was modified to leave a ‘blank’ in
place of the trafficator housing.

The dawn of the motorway era necessitated the
fitting of a new 948cc (57.9 cu in) variant of
the BMC A-Series engine, elevating top speed
from 63 mph to 75 mph, and reducing 0-60 mph
acceleration from 52.5 secs to 31.3
secs.[21] Driving was further improved by a
substantially revised gearbox, which
incorporated taller ratios for more relaxed
cruising speeds and a remote selector allowing a
shorter gear lever and less ponderous
gearchange action. This new engine and
gearbox was the product of a broader engine
policy at BMC, and had been developed for use
in a range of their smaller vehicles, including
the Austin A35, A40 Farina, and Austin-Healey
Sprite/MG Midget, to maximise parts sharing
and thus reduce production costs, servicing
costs and consumer costs across the model
range.

Paul’s car:

A series of changes to the body pressings for
the roof/scuttle and bonnet panels yielded a
large wraparound rear windscreen and onepiece curved front windscreen, which markedly
improved visibility and lent a modernised
appearance to the car at relatively small outlay.
Many of the 'luxury' items, such as leather trim,
were replaced with more durable and cheaper
materials, and over the course of the following
years the range of available paint and interior
colours was dramatically reduced. Various
unique Minor trim items and components (such
as light units and heaters) were also gradually
replaced with ubiquitous items from the BMC
range. This programme of changes succeeded in
giving access to improved economies of scale to
allow production to be ramped up. By the turn
of the 1960s, over 100,000 Minors were being
produced per year, compared to fewer than
50,000 per year a decade earlier.[22]
In 1961 the semaphore-style trafficators were
replaced by flashing direction indicators. These
were US-style red at the rear (using the same
bulb filament as the brake lamp) and white at
the front (using a second brighter filament in the
parking lamp bulb) which was legal in the UK
and many export markets at the time (such as
The Tamworth Spark

Paul has many interests which, generally does
not include cars however this particular model
car has a special interest to Paul – he has fond
memories of ownership of a similar car in his
youth. When a basically sound, though a bit
neglected, 1962(?) example became available
locally Paul took the opportunity to add it to his
collection of interesting things.

Just able to be made out in this photo is the
slightly curved, one piece windscreen of the
Morris 1000. The raised headlights (again, a
US requirement) and slatted grill differentiate it
from the initial design.

The Morris 1000 also received a larger, slightly
curved rear window, larger tail lights and
guard mounted turn signals.
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This mighty little 948cc engine, almost dwarfed
by its ancillaries, provides dependably and
sprightly performance. Along with the Jaguar
engine these “A” Series engines are an English
legend

The body ID plate confirms that this car was
assembled in Australia at the Zetland, Sydney
plant. The car also retains its “Range Blue”
colour.

This additional body plate confirms that the car
was delivered by Lancaster Motors of William
St, Sydney (once the busiest street of motor
showrooms in NSW)

The cutout for the semaphore signals (an oddly
English system) were simply blanked off when
guard mounted turn signals were adopted.
Steering wheel aside, the interior reflects the
practical approach to the construction of these
cars – the centre mounted gauges allowing for
easy left or right hand drive.
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