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The Club Magazine is printed Bi-monthly and members are
invited and encouraged to submit articles to the Magazine
Editors.
General Meetings are held on the third Thursday of each
month, at 7.30pm in the Salvation Army Complex on
Goonoo Goonoo Road Tamworth
Club Runs are held on the Sunday after the monthly
meeting.
Members of clubs receiving this magazine are cordially
invited to participate in the activities of T.V.C.C. To satisfy
regulations, the receipt of the invitation must be recorded
in your club minutes and acceptance forwarded.
Address all correspondence to:
The Secretary
Tamworth Vintage Car Club
PO Box 3275
TAMWORTH NSW 2340
or
tamworthvintagecarclub@gmail.com
or
visit our website:
www.TamworthVintageCarClub.com.au

TVCC EVENTS CALENDAR – APRIL 2020 ONWARDS [26/3/20]

COVID-19. SUSPENSION OF ALL TVCC ACTIVITIES.

Substantial changes to the COVID-19 situation resulted in new
directions being issued which required Tamworth Vintage Car
Club to suspend all activities.
The wording in the direction is quite specific with no room for discretion. Our
Clubs meeting and run activities comprise non-essential gatherings, so there was no
choice.
The suspension of activities is for an initial 4 weeks to reduce the risk of spreading coronavirus (COVID-19).
This means we can expect a review on 20 April or thereabouts and further updated advice will be disseminated
following the review.

The directions are contained in the following link:
https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-healthalert/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-public-gatherings-and-visits-to-vulnerable-groups
This link will also provide members with all the factual advice they should need about the virus including
symptoms and seeking medical attention.
The above information also appears on our Club’s website where details of all meetings and runs have been
removed. This includes all invitation events as it could be expected host clubs would be in the same position as
us. If contemplating attending any invitation events it is recommended you contact the host club before
proceeding.
Regarding Servicing and Maintenance these activities are of an individual nature which would not constitute a
gathering and therefore not be suspended. The suspension of all events might be viewed as a good opportunity
to undertake service and maintenance work.
Members might care to keep in mind however that the restrictions canvassed here, and current ongoing
requirements, are all designed to limit people’s movements in order to reduce the spread of the virus. In
addition, most of our members are of a senior and elderly nature who are at the most risk of serious infection,
so please carefully consider your individual circumstances.
Keep safe as we would not like to see you or any of your family or friends affected by this insidious virus.

SERVICING AND MAINTENANCE:
The following continues to apply:
Non Log Book Users: Ring the Registrar and advise details before proceeding.
Log Book Users: You must record these in your log book.
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THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
Sadly it seems that most of us will have to replace our Easter Egg Hunt with a toilet roll hunt
this year.
On a more positive note, the rain has been tumbling down (sorry Slim, not in July); the garden
is looking the best it has in years with its flush of autumn growth; the bees are buzzing; the flies
are very friendly; the freezer and pantry are still providing manna from heaven; and Netflix /
Foxtel are providing me with the opportunity to snooze through yet another movie or TV show.
Life is pretty good.
I trust that by now you have all adjusted to the restrictions being placed on us in order to curb
the spread of COVID-19. I must say that I am well and truly past the continuous news feed
about it, however, this pandemic is really serious and I’m “of an age” that I cannot ignore the
advice to stay home except for essential purposes. If we are being honest, each and every one of
us is also “of an age”.
Most people I’ve spoken to seem to think that my garage projects will be benefitting from my
self isolation but sadly I can report only minimal progress on that front. On the Humber Hawk
I have refitted the repaired radiator; fitted a new thermostat; recovered the dash crash padding
(which necessitated removing and refitting the dash board); repaired the trip meter in the
speedo; and converted it to negative earth. Very little else really to show for all this time at
home.
Sadly for club activities, the current restrictions are in force for 90 days, which takes us through
to the end of June. Unfortunately that means the excitement of monthly meetings accompanied
by Clair’s scones cannot take place and any gatherings are limited to myself and one other so
pie and monthly runs also cannot take place. I like to think of it, to coin an expression of our
PM, as being in hibernation. When we come out of hibernation we will be in a position to carry
on as though this never happened. We may even have a “slap up supper” at our first meeting to
celebrate.
In the meantime, please stay home and stay safe.

Peter Wright
*****************************************************************************************

Stay at home unless you are:





going to work or education (if you are unable to do so at home)
shopping for essential supplies such as groceries, return home without delay
going out for personal exercise in the neighbourhood, on your own or with one other
attending medical appointments or compassionate visits
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TAMWORTH VINTAGE CAR CLUB Inc.
MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETINGS
The minutes of Ordinary General Meetings will no longer be printed in this
journal.
These minutes are available on the Tamworth Vintage Car Club website;
www.TamworthVintageCarClub.com.au
Should you wish to have a printed copy of the minutes and do not have access to the
internet, please contact one of your Committee members.

Sponsorship
We are pleased to advise that the postage for distribution of “The Tamworth Spark”
is now being sponsored by
“Bearfast / Bearquip”.
We would like to thank the management and staff for their support. We would also
like to recommend that you in turn support this local company when next you are
considering a home, business, agricultural or car related purchase.
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THE DINKUM OIL
A drop from the Council of Heritage Motor Clubs to keep you going
Council has taken some measures to minimise potential contact with the Covid 19 virus.
Member Clubs may find measures similar to these relevant when planning or carrying out Club
activities.
th October,

and

an application for this postponement has been made to the NSW Dept of Fair Trading.

before 24th October will continue in office until then. This resolution is necessary for
Council’s continued functions to be performed legally.

Government regulations must be observed.

executive/management committee. Should it hold or promote events, contrary to advice
from relevant government authorities, which expose members and the general public to
risk, including that of infection, it is likely our insurers may take issue and disallow claims.

Clubs, but the traditional means of doing this will necessarily change.

documents, handling of cash or cheques) to those instances where electronic
communication is not possible.
with an email address, will contact
instead be made by phone or surface mail.

that those with good electronic communication abilities may pass information to those
with lesser or no such ability.

management of Covid 19 change.5.
Further information and entry forms (where applicable) may be obtained from Council’s website
www.heritagemotoringcouncil.org.au or from Secretary Kathy Booby

*****************************************************************************************
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Greg Campbell has investigated the Coles New World photo in the previous magazine and it is
of Coles New World at 6-20 Peel Street, Ballarat.
Coincidently, it is at the corner of Bridge St.
As you are no doubt aware, we also have a Peel St / Bridge St intersection in Tamworth, thus
the confusion of location.
*****************************************************************************************

FOR SALE

1973 MGB GT
$17,500
Contact Ian Lambert for full details 02 6762 8182
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FEBRUARY MONTHLY RUN
ANZAC PK & AELEC MINI HORSES
We have had an enthusiastic start to the year with
over 30 members at our first meeting, followed up
with a similar number on this run. have a look at
this photo to see the change in the landscape:

Anzac Park with lush green grass and the trees
and everything else looking a picture which is a
dramatic transformation from last year.

Nice to have Jason and Meg Cox along together
with Meg’s 1968 Mustang.
After a very relaxing morning tea it was off to the
Australian Equine and Livestock Events Centre
for lunch and a look at the Australian Miniature
Horse Society’s display and events:

Cars in front of the Equine Centre
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Tamworth Equine Assisted Therapy conducted
the miniature horse program which focuses on
special needs people. The horses very were well
groomed as were the youngsters who led them.
The special needs people comprised mainly
youngsters which included an 8 year old boy in a
wheelchair who led a horse and won a welldeserved award.

Participating members were: Arthur & Kay –
Hillman, Michael J – Mercedes, Alan & Maree –
Dodge, Greg & Margaret – Vanguard, Neil &
Bruce - Rover, Cliff & Phyllis – Magna, Graeme
& Tanya – Ford, John & Leanne – Mercedes,
Paul & Nerrida – Chev, Brian & Betty – Corolla,
Paul – MG, Peter – Mercedes, Lyn & Kevin –
Mustang and Lance & Kerry and Ian & Karen in
moderns.
MARCH MONTHLY RUN
QUIPOLY DAM
By the time this run came about COVID-19 had
accelerated and it was only a day or two after this
we ceased all Club activities. Hence this event got
dubbed as the Corona Run. So the 15 of us all
observed the requirements and had a very
enjoyable outing. At the start:

From L to R: Phil & Brian – Mustang; Greg &
Margaret – Vanguard Ute; Neil & Bruce – Rover;
Alan & Maree – Dodge.
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And nice to have Lindsay & Margaret along in
their 1931 Morris Cowley, now sporting a hood:

And of course – the dam.
OK, I forgot to take a photo, so this is an older
photo without the hood.

Other participating members were: Graeme &
Tanya – Holden, Paul – Chev, and Ken & Clair modern.

Morning tea was at Werris Creek:
MARCH PIE RUN TO MANILLA
Our run to Molly Mays at Manilla in 2019 was
well remembered and we were not disappointed
with our return visit this month. Molly has a very
good outdoors area and on our last visit we sat
inside due to the heat and dryness of the drought.

The spaced out (COVIG-19, not drugs) morning
tea assembly might have been mistaken for a
leper colony. But Werris Creek is where the
separate trains from Moree and Armidale meet
and join up to leave as one unit. Very interesting.

This year we also sat inside due to the rain. How
things changed!

Then out to Quipoly Dam for lunch where there is
quite a lot of water.

A beautiful 1949 Cadillac Fleetwood, recently
restored by Alan Simpson, arrived just as we were
leaving
The Tamworth Spark
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The rain also resulted in only a handful of older
vehicles venturing out:

Also attending in moderns were: Lance & Kerry,
Paul, Arthur & Kay, Mark (John’s brother), Alan
& Maree, David, and Roly & Trish.

The Moonbi-Kootingal Motor and
Machinery Show 14th Mar

John & Marilyn in their Model A

Peter’s Rover (left) and Michael J’s Mercedes.
Behind were John’s Mercedes & Neil’s Land
Cruiser.

This annual event is hugely attended by
car, truck, tractor and stationary engine
enthusiasts. Although it is a two day event
the majority of attendances are on the
Saturday. The awards, however, are on the
Sunday and sadly none of the trophies was
won by representatives of our club.

“Harry the Hearse”, accompanied by Ken
Brooks, is always ready to give you the
ride of your life

Michael & Mary’s Jag
Manilla is a quiet little town that has been doing
things a bit tough, so the 19 of us that turned up
were a welcome sight. Molly Mays has a good
selection of food at reasonable prices and they
also have quite a large selection of other food
oddments and soaps etc that add a lot of interest.
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Greg and Margaret Campbell’s recently
completed Vanguard adds some colour to
the occasion.
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Feature Article:
Ian Lambert’s 1960 MGA
1600
Background (courtesy of Wikipedia):

Meg Cox’s Mustang, chauffer driven by
Jason, pairs up nicely with Michael
Jeanes’ Thunderbird

The MGA is a sports car that was produced
by MG from 1955 to 1962. The MGA replaced
the MG TF 1500 Midget and represented a
complete styling break from MG's earlier sports
cars.
A 1489 cc engine fitted with twin H4 type SU
Carburettors produced 68 hp (51 kW) was usd at
first, but was soon uprated to 72 hp (54 kW).
Lockheed hydraulic drum brakes were used on all
wheels.
In May 1959 the standard cars received an
updated engine, now at 1588 cc producing
79.5 bhp (59 kW; 81 PS) . At the front disc brakes
were fitted, but drums remained in the rear.
Externally the 1600 car is very similar to the 1500
with differences including: amber or white
(depending on market) front turn indicators
shared with white parking lamps, separate
stop/tail and turn lamps in the rear, and 1600
badging on the boot and the cowl.

Ray Brazel made the trip from Walcha in
his Corvette

The engine size was increased again to 1622 cc
by increasing the bore from 75.4 mm (2.97 in) to
76.2 mm (3.00 in) for the 1961 Mark II MGA.
A total of 101,081 units were sold through the
end of production in July 1962, the vast majority
of which were exported.

The Feature Car:
Ian Lambert writes:

A truly glamorous addition to any event is
Gary McDonalds D Type Jaguar
recreation.
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I have owned six MG cars in my life, the first of
which I owned when courting my wife Anne.
These cars consist of two MGTCs, two MGBGTs,
one MGB roadster and an MGA, subject of this
article.
I purchased this Australian assembled 1960 MGA
1600 in 1984 from Jilliby, on the Central Coast. It
needed a full restoration however all the parts
were there. It had a new grill and the wire wheels
had been professionally stripped and painted. The
asking price was $5,000. After some haggling I
paid $3,000.
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The first job was dismantling the car; removing
all the panels, doors, guards etc. The body was
then lifted, with much appreciated help, from the
body. The body was then put on blocks outside
and covered with a tarp.
Since the garage was small i had parts stacked in
the rafters and under the garage. Luckily I had a
friend who was not only an MG and Triumph buff
but also a mechanic and able to do weekend work
at my home. After dismantling the engine and
removing the gearbox I took them to his house
where he listed the parts required. I purchased
these parts from an MG specialist in Sydney and
continued to buy more and more parts as the
project moved along (even when finished, I still
buy them).My friend the mechanic assembled the
block, head and gearbox and advised and/or
assisted me on everything else.
The only part not disassembled was the diff,
which could be checked later (so far this has not
been required). I sandblasted the chassis and
brackets, then fitted the suspension, steering,
brakes and wheels.
The next step was swapping the body for the
chassis in the garage. At this stage I obtained and
oxy welder which i used mainly on body parts (I
had to be careful to ensure the torch did not fall
onto the garage floor, which was made of wood!).
At that stage I was able to sign up for a “no
charge” night time panel beating course at the
local Technical College. The main body was
braced and strapped onto a box trailer and taken
to the Tech. With their assistance repairs were
done or new panel welded in place along with
repairs to other panels, mudguards etc.
I then completed another Tech course of spray
painting however I realised I would not be able to
successfully spray the outside panels so I took the
car to a fellow who had sprayed my TC, having,
in the mean time, opened his own business
restoring cars. Under his guidance I did all the
rubbing down between coats as well as painting
some of the internal panels. When I bought the
car it had been resprayed red. The original colour
was Nurburg White. During the restoration it was
repainted Arctic White, a very close equivalent to
the original.
Then began the assembly process, the purchasing
of more parts, brackets and fittings, new bumpers
and over-riders etc as well as having the
windscreen frame rechromed. The next job was
the daunting task of fitting a new wiring loom, but
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after laying out the clearly marked, three piece
loom it proved no real problem except time.
The seats were then recovered in red, with white
piping and a new hood, side curtains and tonneau
were made. I was able to make and fit the carpets
and door trims.
After four years of continuous work the car was
registered and I enjoyed every minute of the
restoration process, even the frustrations. In 1984
the car cost $3,000 and at least $17,000 has been
spent on it and even though it is nowadays worth
at least $40,000 I am sure that I could not justify
that expense now.
As, over the four years, I spent hundreds of hours
on the car, working weekends and nights, I felt a
bit lost when finished however there are always
new projects like boats – or another MG!

The MGA, as it arrived, ready for
restoration

The major body panels removed allowing
for the removal of the body from the
chassis.
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The stripped chassis, ready for painting
and the fitment of drive train and
suspension.

The interior with the newly reupholstered
seats, carpets and door trims.

The completed rolling chassis, minus
engine ancillaries
A very proud owner, complete with
appropriate attire, shows off his newly
restored MGA

Stay Safe

The repaired, reassembled and painted
body, ready for fitment to the chassis.
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Keep Calm
And
Carry On
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