The Tamworth Spark
Official Newsletter of the Tamworth Vintage Car Club
May - June 2019
Tamworth Vintage Car Club Inc.
Committee for
2018 - 2019
President
Peter Wright
Vice President
Cliff Bird
Secretary
Alan Early
Asst Secretary
Phyllis Bird
Treasurer
Ken Brooks
Asst Treasurer
Michael Jeanes

6761 6510
0417 250 798
0429 429 542
6762 4744

0427 293 664
6766 1787

General Committee
Brian Orman
Paul Boyd
Michael Jeanes

0479 177 072
6765 8310
6766 1787

Plate Registrar
Michael Crawley

6766 8282

“Pie Run” Directors
Roly Morgan
Michael Crawley

6760 8280
6766 8282

“Monthly Run” Directors
Greg Campbell

Michael Jeanes’ 1969 Rolls-Royce
Silver Shadow Two Door Saloon

6767 1306

Ladies Committee
All Lady Members
Magazine Editor
Michael Jeanes

6766 1787

Inspections & Public Officer
Brian Orman

0479 177 072

Property Officer
Ken & Emily Brooks

0427 293 664

The Club Magazine is printed Bi-monthly and members are
invited and encouraged to submit articles to the Magazine
Editors.
General Meetings are held on the third Thursday of each
month, at 7.30pm in the Salvation Army Complex on
Goonoo Goonoo Road Tamworth
Club Runs are held on the Sunday after the monthly
meeting.
Members of clubs receiving this magazine are cordially
invited to participate in the activities of T.V.C.C. To satisfy
regulations, the receipt of the invitation must be recorded
in your club minutes and acceptance forwarded.
Address all correspondence to:
The Secretary
Tamworth Vintage Car Club
PO Box 3275
TAMWORTH NSW 2340
or
tamworthvintagecarclub@gmail.com
or
visit our website:
www.TamworthVintageCarClub.com.au

TVCC EVENTS CALENDAR – JUNE 2019 ONWARDS [11/6/19]
The following events have been categorised to assist those vehicles on Conditional Registration:
CLUB AUTHORISED EVENTS: These are events which are organised by our club, plus other
events where our Club has accepted an official invitation. Please carry a copy of the Club magazine or
events calendar with you. Non Log Book and Log Book Users: No need to record any details.
DATE 2019 DETAILS
20 June
Meeting commencing 7.30 at Salvation Army Hall, 328 Goonoo Goonoo Rd
23 June
Monthly Run to Moonbi Museum. Then on to Dungowan Hotel for lunch.
4 July
Pie Run to Quirindi Sugar Plum Cafe. (Ex The Hub).
18 July
Meeting commencing 7.30 at Salvation Army Hall, 328 Goonoo Goonoo Rd.
Annual Club subscriptions due. ($45)
21 July
Monthly Run to Gunnedah for M/Tea in park with Gunnedah club. Then
Boggabri for Lions BBQ lunch ($15) which includes entry to Tractor Shed.
TDAMC invited.
1 August
Pie Run to Manilla. Molly Mays which adjoins Museum
15 August
Annual General Meeting commencing 7.30, followed by Ordinary Monthly
Meeting. Salvation Army Hall, 328 Goonoo Goonoo Rd
18 August
Monthly Run. Mystery
The starting point for all runs is the carpark of the Country Music Hall of Fame at 561 Peel
Street (Paradise Caravan Park side). Sunday Runs depart at 9.30am, and Pie Runs depart at
11.00am.
Contact Greg Campbell or Roly Morgan if you have any queries on Monthly Runs, and Michael
Crawley for queries on Pie Runs. All contributions or suggestions for runs are welcomed

OTHER INVITATION EVENTS WHERE OUR CLUB IS NOT PARTICIPATING AS AN
AUTHORISED CLUB EVENT: Non Log Book Users: It is essential to advise the Registrar before
participating in these events. Carry the Club magazine or events calendar with you.
Log Book Users: You must record these in your log book.
DATE 2019 CLUB
DETAILS
13-14 July
Wauchop Yesterday Truck & Machinery Show. Wauchope Showground.
e
0456911670
24-25
Grafton
Grafton Motorfest at Jabour Park, South Grafton. Kim 0418 660 347
August
Cl

FOR OTHER FUNCTIONS SUCH AS WEDDINGS, SCHOOL FORMALS, INTERSTATE
TRIPS AND OTHER EVENTS:
Non Log Book Users: You will need a Permit to Move from the Registrar. This must be obtained
prior to the event, and carried to the event. In extenuating circumstances, separate prior arrangements
can be made with the Clubs Office Bearers to obtain a Permit to Move.
Log Book Users: You must record these in your log book.

SERVICING AND MAINTENANCE:
Non Log Book Users: Ring the Registrar and advise details before proceeding.
Log Book Users: You must record these in your log book.
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

The last couple of months have been busy ones for many of our club members. Alan & Maree Early;
Karl & Lynn Olsson; John Stacy and myself undertook the long trek to Griffith for the Annual CHMC
Rally. This is a part of the state that I had never visited. The rally organisers encapsulated the area
really well and left me wanting more. The trip home via Lake Cargelico, Condobolin and Warren was
also through largely unfamiliar territory, especially when Allan’s TomTom led us up the proverbial
garden path. A breakfast stop at a cafe in Gilgandra on the last morning had us admiring the
wonderfully car themed tables and benches made from Holden and Falcon rear boot sections.
While we were away, our club monthly run to Lake Keepit proved a great success. I’ll allow others to
report on this. Also coinciding with Griffith was the Annual Shannon’s TRECC Display weekend.
Members supporting this event were Michael Jeanes (1966 Ford Thunderbird); Neal McLoughlin
(Toyota LandCruiser & Jaguar X type); Paul Boyd (1957 Chevrolet) and Lindsay Gentle (1931 Morris
Cowley). The feature marquee this year was Jaguar, with a very good display. Another highlight was a
display on Sunday morning by the Buick Car Club of Australia, as part of their east coast tour.
At our last meeting Michael Crawley raised the issue of participation in a minimum number of club
events to maintain HVS plates through our club. This was referred to and considered by the committee.
We reaffirmed the current club position, outlined in our bylaws, namely that we have no minimum
requirement. Put simply, we recognise that it is cars that bring us to our club but it is our people that
make our club what it is. We value your participation in club activities, even if for whatever reason,
you find yourself unable to drive your HVS car and hope to continue to see you regularly.
Over the past month or so I have liaising with the RMS on behalf of the CHMC about this year’s
review of the Classic Vehicle Log Book Trial. Suffice to say there has been considerable shifting sand
but the survey, now to be completed by clubs, is ready for our consideration. Focus group sessions are
also being run and the CHMC has been able to attract support for these from across the state.
Discussions have been held with many CHMC club members in association with the Review. It goes
without saying that views are wide ranging. Most are happy to continue with the status quo but a few
feel people are only joining Clubs to access cheap registration. This has led me to ponder what is
behind such statements.
Obviously clubs have grown as new members have joined and equally obviously, a great many H
plates have been issued, (we are now up to J plates), some to these new members. I ask myself what is
really wrong with this picture? I have recently been given my mother’s 1985 Holden Camira, a totally
original example that has travelled 110000 Kms. This car is currently on full registration and probably
only driven 12 times a year. I will most likely put this car on Historic Vehicle Registration. This is
typical of the cars that many new members of clubs are accused of using to get “cheap registration”. I
have come to the conclusion that without access to HVS and the log book, cars such as these would
just go to the crusher and we would lose a significant part of our Australian Motoring Heritage. If we
are genuine in our beliefs that we are clubs that protect our motoring heritage we should be embracing
and openly welcoming new members with such cars. You never know, we just could end up with a few
great members.
In this magazine you will see a notice of our AGM in August. Please consider taking on one of our
committee roles. If you are unsure what is involved, please just ask. Remember that you will not be on
your own, but an integral part of a team. Nomination forms are available from our Secretary.
Peter Wright
The Tamworth Spark
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Tamworth Vintage Car Club Inc.
The following notification provides details for the

2019 Annual General Meeting:
DATE: Thursday 15 August 2019
TIME: 7.30 pm
PLACE: Salvation Army Hall meeting room. 328 Goonoo Goonoo Road, Tamworth
BUSINESS:
(a) Confirm the minutes of the last preceding Annual General Meeting
(b) Receive reports upon the activities of the Club during the preceding financial year
(c) Elect office bearers of the Club and ordinary members of the Committee
(d) Receive and consider financial statements
Election of Members
Nominations of candidates for election as office bearers or as members of the Committee
(a) Shall be made in writing, signed by 2 members of the Club and have the written consent of the
candidate, and
(b) Shall be delivered to the Secretary not less than 7 days before the date fixed for the holding of
the annual general meeting at which the election is to take place.
Nomination Forms are available from the Secretary.
**********************************************************************************

Club membership
Annual Fees
Members are reminded that the 2019/2010 membership fees ($45 per membership) are due before 31st
July 2019.
The Treasurer has requested that these fees be paid on or after the 1st July 2019.
The fees may be paid by:
1. Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) – please include your surname and “FEES” in the transfer:
 Account Name:
Tamworth Vintage Car Club Inc
 Account Number:
100008533
 BSB:
802 298
2. Cash or cheque at the General Meeting on 18th July 2019
3. By post (cheques only) to
Tamworth Vintage Car Club
PO Box 3275
TAMWORTH NSW 2340
*****************************************************************************************

From The Plate Registrar
In order to devote more time to the organisation of the monthly Pie Runs, I have decided to not
re-nominate for the position of Plate Registrar at the upcoming Annual General Meeting. I
would like to take this opportunity to thank the members for their support in this role and would
encourage any member who is interested in the position to declare that interest at the AGM.
Regards
Michael Crawley
****************************************************************************************
The Tamworth Spark
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TAMWORTH VINTAGE CAR CLUB Inc.
MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETINGS
The minutes of Ordinary General Meetings will no longer be printed in this
journal.
These minutes are available on the Tamworth Vintage Car Club website;
www.TamworthVintageCarClub.com.au
Should you wish to have a printed copy of the minutes and do not have access to the
internet, please contact one of your Committee members.

Sponsorship
We are pleased to advise that the postage for distribution of “The Tamworth Spark”
is now being sponsored by
“Bearfast / Bearquip”.
We would like to thank the management and staff for their support. We would also
like to recommend that you in turn support this local company when next you are
considering a home, business, agricultural or car related purchase.

The Tamworth Spark
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14th APRIL RUN TO WALCHA ROAD
VIA KENTUCKY
19 members in 11 cars headed north to Kentucky
for morning tea, and then on to Walcha Road
Hotel for lunch. Interesting places these and
steeped in history as they both have a strong
history of wool growing and orchards. And the
construction of the railway in 1882 further
consolidated their existence. The railway station
at Kentucky has long gone…

But the station at Walcha Road is still a restored
heritage intact operational building with the
Explorer train stopping there on its daily run to
and from Armidale…

Peter’s Humber and Graeme & Tanya’s Holden
ute led the pack with Michael’s Rolls just behind
them.
The other historic cars which don’t appear in the
photo were Greg & Margaret’s MG and Brian &
Phillip’s Morris Minor.
Picked up a stray at Kentucky of all places…

A 1961 LHD Ford Mercury which was a private
car on trade plates. Nothing to do with any clubs.
Just a 1960’s vehicle which was in good order.
The Store owner was good enough to open the
adjacent Hall which is still used and houses an
interesting collection of photos depicting the
history of Kentucky. Some very old cars and
trucks from the early 20’s feature in these.
The pub at Walcha Road never disappoints and
the meals coming up from the kitchen on a dumb
waiter type lift is a bit of a novelty.

So that’s the railway side of things taken care of.
Now for the cars.

Members John, Peter, Roly, Trish and Michael
enjoying the pub tucker.
Other participants travelling in moderns were:
John, Alan & Maree, Ken & Claire, Roly & Trish,
Arthur & Kay, Ian & Karen.
The Tamworth Spark
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BARRABA MUSEUM REOPENING
18 APRIL 2019
This was heritage motoring at its finest. Driving
1920s and 30s cars up the road for a couple of
hours to the reopening of the Barraba Museum.
No Fangios or forward scouts here. Graeme
Faulkner led the way in his 1935 Ford followed
by Peter Wrights 1929 Model A with John Stacey
and Neal McLoughlin on board, then Alan &
Maree in the 33 Dodge, and Paul Boyd in his
1930 Chev.

Allies Day 1917 in Barraba

The old cars were parked in front of the museum
and besides supplementing its historical nature,
they also attracted a lot of attention.

Fording the river. There were few bridges in the
old days and cars crossed the same way.

The red Chev truck on the far left was Greg &
Margaret Campbells old 1928 Chev truck. It
don’t like the new owners as it wouldn’t start
when it was time to go home.
We were warmly welcomed by Diane and her
large body of volunteers who put the museum
back on its feet again.
Heavy duty bone shaker

The main museum building was an ex stock and
station agency, and now has water and electricity
connected for the first time.
Simultaneous celebrations for the newly painted
murals on the silos.
The Tamworth Spark
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2nd MAY PIE RUN TO
CURRABUBULA HOTEL
Good to visit the venue where we hold our annual
signature event being the presentation dinner, and
true to form for our Pie Run the Currabubula
Hotel provided a good selection of tucker. Didn’t
see too many pies around but the pub hamburgers
were popular and with half a ton of chips there
was no need to go hungry. 20 members
participated with quite in their old cars:

John & Marilyn arrived in a pretty good-looking
Model A

QUIRINDI HERITAGE VILLAGE
RALLY. 4th MAY 2019

Left - Alan & Maree’s Dodge, Ian Lamberts MGB
GT & Greg & Margaret’s MG.
The blue Dodge is officially classed as a sports
coupe, so a bit of a change occurred in sports
cars between 1933 and the MG era.

This one brought about the end of a long dry spell
and there was plenty of mud to prove it. The first
morning task was to put our heads out the
window and continuing light rain from the day
before made things a bit iffy. But on we went to
Quirindi through more light rain and on arrival
the sky turned blue with plenty of sunshine.
Yeah! Like Camelot!
The street procession saw quite a large audience
and is very popular. It gives the public a rare
opportunity to see all the vehicles in action. Our
transport history on the move, & the kids love it.
3 cars from Tamworth participated being:

Cliff & Phyllis’s Mercedes with Michael &
Mary’s Jag on right. Behind is Peter’s Humber
and behind left is John’s Rover. Good to see
Leanne joining us as well.
Also attending were Michael J – Austin Healey
Sprite, Brian & Heather – Don’t Know, and in
moderns were Roly & Trish, and David & friend.
A good run on a warm overcast day. Still no rain
so things are starting to look a bit desperate.
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From left - TDAMCs Roger Garments Hillman
with Mike Pett on board. Peter’s Humber, and
Alan & Maree in the Dodge. Don’t know where
the yellow Moke was from but they need a medal
in weather like this.
It was also good to see a large contingent of
vehicles from the Taree Club present.
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The small engine brigade was out in force,

Then off on a foodie frenzy involving a producer
who specialised in all sorts of olives, and another
factory producing just about every variety of
salami ever made.
Back on the cars and there were 159 entries, so it
was a good sized rally. The vehicles spanned
every category with the oldest being a 1911 Mors

And the big stuff also had a large presence. There
is a lot of parts in these to maintain.
A good day out and good to support one of our
neighbouring clubs. And if you want to know
more about the mud, ask Maree!

ANNUAL BUSH COUNCIL RALLY
AT GRIFFITH. 17-17 May

Quite a few vintage vehicles were also on hand
including a 1922 Dodge semi-trailer which took
out most original and best commercial trophies.

The 2019 rally was hosted by 2 Griffith clubs
who were congratulated for a very entertaining
and rewarding rally. Our club was represented by
Peter Wright and John Stacey in the Mercedes,
Alan & Maree in the Dodge and Karl and Lynne
in a modern. Griffith is in the heart of the
Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area where grapes are
plentiful, so our first outing was to DeBortolis
Winery to fill up the boot with booze.
Next time you are partaking of a wine remember
that there are numerous complex processes
involved in getting it from the vine to your taste
buds. DeBortolis is sold locally so try some.

The Tamworth Spark
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And what about this 1953 Bristol:
It was once owned by a doctor at Picton (who I
visited) and the nearest hospital was at Camden
which is on the other side of the Razorback
Range. It was always a hairy stretch of road and
in its day this Bristol held the fastest time
between the doctor’s Picton surgery and Camden
Hospital.
The AGM was held on Friday night with Peter
(RMS Liaison Officer) and myself (Registrar)
representing our club. Windscreen stickers were
handed out be placed on historic cars. They
replace registration stickers which are no longer
being issued and you can write your renewal date
on the rear of the sticker, so you do not miss
registration renewal. The log book review also
featured and the consensus from the clubs is to
adopt it as is.

and then on to the Pilliga Bore Baths for lunch.

The 2 vehicles from our club were Alan & Maree
in the Dodge, and Greg & Margaret in their
Vanguard ute which was awarded best vehicle:

Vanguard (right) alongside a Chrysler

This was a very good rally with lots of things to
do and see in Griffith. One of the features of the
rally was the number of different runs available
which helped to avoid the usual congestion of
large numbers of vehicles all going to the same
location.
NORTH WEST RALLY 2019
8th – 10th JUNE 2019
The Namoi Valley club at Narrabri performed an
admirable job of hosting this year’s rally over the
June long weekend. 28 vehicles were entered with
members from all the clubs in the North West
circuit participating.

Greg Campbell holding best vehicle award
presented by host Harvey Black, and Margaret
with a separate prize for their entry being No 1.

The main run incorporated morning tea at the
Wee Waa museum which is relatively new and
well worth a visit,

The Tamworth Spark
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turnout. The hotel was a good venue with the fires
going and a separate room for us, and unbeatable
meal deals of $10 for fish & chips or bangers &
mash (with stain producing gravy).
Michael Crawley also reports:

The rally featured a wide range of vehicles

Great weather after three days of freezing
temperatures. We arrived at the Wallabadah Hotel
to find a welcoming fire in the dining room. The
sausages and mash plus fish, chips and salad were
vey popular at $10. It was good to see Neal
McLoughlin in his Toyota Landcruiser looking as
if it had just come off the showroom floor.

1927 Chev alongside a later Chev Biscayne
Cliff & Phyllis Mercedes with Karl & Lynne’s
Cressida

The Moree Club is keen to host the 2020 rally and
we really need to support this event.
Allright, with the mention of Pilliga you will all
be asking what about the Yowies? Well we may
have needed something a bit stronger than bore
water to see them. Some people thought they
were going to line up behind the Bore Baths for a
photo shoot. ‘Bak Bak’ said the Yowies.

David with Neal and his Land Cruiser
Also participating were: Peter – Humber, Ian –
MGBGT, John – Commodore, Greg & Margaret
– Vanguard Ute, and in moderns were Roly &
Trish, John & Marilyn, Alan & Maree, and
Michael C.

6th JUNE PIE RUN TO
WALLABADAH HOTEL
Considering this run was on a mid-year winters
day the participation of 19 members was a good
The Tamworth Spark
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Feature Article
Michael Jeanes’
1969 Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow
H J Mulliner, Park Ward
Two Door Saloon
Background (courtesy of Wikipedia)
The Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow is a luxury
car that was produced by British
automaker Rolls-Royce in various forms from
1965 to 1980. It was the first by the marque to
use unitary body and chassis construction.
The Silver Shadow was designed with several
modernisations in response to concerns that
the company was falling behind in automotive
innovation, most notably its unitary
construction.
Style-wise, the John Polwhele
Blatchley design was a major departure from
its predecessor, the Silver Cloud. More than
50% of Silver Clouds had been sold on the
British market where, by the standards of
much of Europe and most of North America,
roads were narrow and crowded. The new
Shadow was 3 1⁄2inches (8.9 cm) narrower and
7 inches (18 cm) shorter than the Silver
Cloud, but nevertheless managed to offer
increased passenger and luggage space thanks
to more efficient packaging made possible by
unitary construction.

400 automatic gearbox, except on pre1969 right-hand-drive models, which used the
same 4-speed automatic gearbox as the Silver
Cloud ( the Hydramatic, also sourced from
General Motors,).
A distinctive feature was a highpressure hydropneumatic suspension system
licensed from Citroën, with dual-circuit
braking and hydraulic self-levelling
suspension. At first, both the front and rear of
the car were controlled by the levelling
system; the front levelling was deleted in
1969 as it had been determined that the rear
levelling did almost all the work. RollsRoyce achieved a high degree of ride
quality with this arrangement.
A two-door saloon was introduced early in
1966 followed by a convertible in 1967. There
are two different versions for the two-door
saloon, one by Mulliner Park Ward featuring
"coke bottle" style fenders and the very rare
James Young model which was only built in
fifty examples comprising 35 Rolls-Royces
and 15 Bentleys. The James Young version
was discontinued in 1967, leaving only the
curvier Mulliner Park Ward model.
The convertible variant was marketed as the
Silver Shadow Drophead Coupé.
Years of production: from 1966 up to and
including 1970
Number of production: 568

Other new features included disc
brakes replacing drums, and independent rear
suspension instead of the outdated live
axle design of previous Rolls models.

Percentage of the complete production: 6 %

The standard wheelbase Silver Shadow
measured 203.5 inches (5,170 mm), 4,700 lb
(2,100 kg) and had a book price of £6,557 in
the first year of production.

This particular car – (CRH6742 – Oxford Grey
with black Everflex top and grey/green leather) –
was supplied by R-R distributor H.R.Owen
Limited on 3rd July 1969 to Triumph Investment
Trust Limited (London E.C 2) for the use of the
Managing Director; Mr. G.T Whyte, Esq with a
delivery price of 11,950 pounds ($23,900 AUD –
for comparison, my parents sold our 11 year old,
four bedroom Sydney home in 1970 for $25,000
AUD)

The Shadow featured a 172 hp (128 kW)
6.2 L V8 from 1965 to 1969, and a 189 hp
(141 kW) 6.75 L V8 from 1970 to 1980. Both
power-plants were coupled to a General
Motors-sourced Turbo Hydramatic
The Tamworth Spark
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On 6 March 1972 the car was supplied by R-R
distributor Hadley Green Garage to Frank Ifield
Enterprises Ltd (London N20) for the use of Mr.
Frank Ifield, following the UK success of his
song “I Remember You”. Frank brought the car
back to Australia with him in the late 70s and kept
it until the mid 80s.
The car was then bought by a prominent Sydney
QC, Laurence Gruzman (whose brother Neville, a
prominent architect, owned Danny LaRue’s 1969
R-R convertible) who owned it until 1999.
The car was then bought by Ross Small (the last
remaining member of the Smalls Chocolate
family). During Ross’s ownership extensive
mechanical work was carried out by noted
specialist John Vawser, ensuring that the car
would carry on for decades to come.

road surface so beloved by the RTA. There is
some wind noise, common for cars of the era, due
largely to the lack of aerodynamics and boxy
design. However, the drive train is almost
completely silent in motion and silent when
stopped.
What’s it like to drive?: In a word; serene. Other
cars may be quicker and handle better however a
Rolls-Royce is a comfortable and relaxing car
under any circumstances. The quality, fit and
finish of materials and the ease of operation
make it very calming – you feel like a Prince!
Would you recommend one?: If you can find a
good, original, well maintained and regularly used
one – YES! Any other is a money pit which will
not only break your bank account but also your
spirit.

I bought the car from Ross in August 2016 and it
has been a very rewarding car to drive and own.

Frequently Asked Questions:
What’s the fuel economy like?: around town it
gets between 10 and 12 mpg – largely due to its
2.2tonne weight. On a trip it gets between 14 and
16mpg – largely due to its complete lack of
aerodynamics (that radiator!)
Is it expensive to maintain?: yes and no – many
parts are quite common eg; GM Turbo 400
transmission, GM Saginaw power steering,
Frigidaire air conditioning – these are relatively
cheap and easy to come by.
The hydraulic braking and self leveling
suspension system is licensed to Citroen, thus is
very complex and expensive to maintain.
All other mechanical components are RollsRoyce and are frighteningly expensive, although
very durable.
The electrical system is Lucas thus prone to
failure and requires frequent attention.
Body panels are even more expensive than R-R
mechanical parts and, as these cars are coach-built
and made in very small numbers, very hard to
come by.

This profile shot highlights the curvature of the
waistline over the rear guards (the four door cars
have a straight waistline)

A very rare (50 only produced) James Young Two
Door Saloon – very much a conversion of the four
door saloon – note the straight waistline and near
vertical rear pillar - and quite different to the
MPW version.

Is it quiet?: Again, yes and no. There is some
road noise from the tyres, mostly on the coarse
The Tamworth Spark
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The rear of the car is again subtly different to the
four door cars.

As it shares the base platform and therefore
wheelbase with the four door saloon the rear
passenger space is generous

Luxury of the most enduring kind – based on the
use of the best available materials, attention to
detail and impeccable fit and finish. Every
upholstered surface is covered by Connolly
leather. The timber is walnut with thin fruitwood
banding – each side is a perfectly matched twin of
the other. The carpets are leather edged Wilton,
with woolen fleece over-rugs. The roof lining is
“West of England” cloth.

The generous boot is lined with Wilton carpet,
and trimmed with Connolly leather. With typical
attention to detail, the boot light is a lozenge of
frosted, hand cut glass in a design that matches
the car’s interior dome light.

The 6.2 litre, all alloy V8 fed by a pair of 2” SU
carburetors ensures “sufficient” power along
with turbine like smoothness.
The Tamworth Spark

The driver’s door card, with adjustable elbow rest
and controls for the electric windows which close
to within an inch of the top, the two black buttons
then close the windows fully. The toggle switch
operates the six way adjustment of the driver’s
seat.
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the gearbox to select gears. The button on the
lower right opens the fuel filler door. The button
to the left of it allows you to check the oil level
from inside the car. The clock in the centre can
occasionally be heard ticking.

The door sills, identifying both the manufacturer
and distributor
\

The centre console with cigarette lighter and
covered ashtray (so 60s!). in the middle is the
rear window demister switch, four speed fan
switch and emergency flasher button. The two
knobs at the back operate the heating/airconditioning, setting the upper and lower
temperatures separately.

The felt lined glove box with owner’s manual. The
door is a lovely, solid piece of polished timber
with a walnut veneer. It is locked with a Yale lock.

And finally – Isn’t this the most beautiful door
handle you’ve ever seen?!
From the driver’s seat – the large, thin rimmed
steering wheel is not only the epitome of
understatement but a delight to use. The gear
selector is also supremely easy – it is not a
mechanical linkage but operates electrical
contacts which in turn operate a servo motor at
The Tamworth Spark

This attention to detail and design ensures that
everything the driver comes into contact with
indicates quality regardless of its function.
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LOG BOOK TRIAL REVIEW
2019
The RMS is undertaking a review of the Classic
Vehicle Log Book Trial. Clubs are able to have
input into the review in two ways, through a
survey and/or by participation in Focus Group
Sessions.
The survey is designed to collect feedback from
RMS recognised Historic Vehicle clubs and
Classic Vehicle Scheme Approved Organisations
that are participating in the Log Book Trial. Clubs
are asked to collate feedback from members and
submit ONE response per club.

The objective of this survey is to identify:
1. Stakeholder experience with the use of the
log book.
2. Whether stakeholders support the log
book being made a permanent feature of
the Historic and Classic Vehicle Scheme.
3. Any safety risks associated with the
additional road access enabled by the log
book trial and how these should be
mitigated.
4. Whether there are appropriate compliance
and enforcement measures in place to
identify misuse/non-compliance of the log
book

Survey Questions:
1. Please provide the name of your Club
2. How would your members rate the
experience with RMS through Service
NSW when obtaining or renewing a log
book and responsiveness to
questions/concerns relating to the log
book trial? (1-5)
3. Why did you provide this rating? What
could be improved?
4. Has your club experienced additional
administrative burden as a result of the log
book trial?
5. Please provide further information
regarding this administrative burden.
6. Has there been an increased interest in
club membership since the log book trial
commenced?
The Tamworth Spark

7. Has your club membership grown as a
result?
8. Please provide further information
regarding club membership levels.
9. Is there a need to enhance eligibility and
compliance of the Historic and Classic
Vehicle Log Book Trial to deter misuse?
10. What additional actions can be taken by
RMS to enhance the Historic and Classic
Vehicle Log Book Trial and prevent
misuse?
11. Have your members had any difficulty
complying with conditions or using the
log book?
12. Please provide further information
regarding the difficulties experienced.
13. Has communication from RMS to update
clubs on the status of the log book trial
been effective?
14. How could RMS manage this better? (i.e.
email, forums, surveys, mail)
15. How easy has it been to manage the
physical log book?
16. Please provide your reasons for this rating.
17. Would a digital or other option be
preferred? (e.g. a mobile app)
18. Should Roads and Maritime Services
make the log book trial a permanent
option?
19. Why? What alternatives could be
considered?
20. Please select all registration types that
apply to your club:
21. If you selected other, please indicate the
type of vehicle:
22. Where is your club based? (Metro is
considered Newcastle to Wollongong to
Katoomba)
23. Are you happy to participate in further
RMS questionnaires or to be contacted
further regarding the Historical and
Classic Vehicle Schemes?
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