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The Club Magazine is printed Bi-monthly and members are
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TVCC EVENTS CALENDAR – APRIL 2019 ONWARDS [7/4/19]
The following events have been categorised to assist those vehicles on Conditional Registration:
CLUB AUTHORISED EVENTS: These are events which are organised by our club, plus other events where
our Club has accepted an official invitation. Please carry a copy of the Club magazine or events calendar with
you. Non Log Book and Log Book Users: No need to record any details.
DATE 2019
4 April

DETAILS
Pie Run to Bendemeer Hotel for lunch. Then call in at David Longmires on way back.
Members from TDAMC have been invited to join us.
14 April
Monthly Run to Walcha Road Hotel. Not Dobsons Distillery as previously advised.
18 April
Re-opening of Barraba Museum. Older TVCC vehicles attending. Depart Attunga
8.30
18 April
Meeting commencing 7.30 at Salvation Army Hall, 328 Goonoo Goonoo Rd
21 April
As this is Easter Sunday the monthly run will be on 14 April.
2 May
Pie Run to Currabubula Hotel
16 May
Meeting commencing 7.30 at Salvation Army Hall, 328 Goonoo Goonoo Rd
17-19 May
Bush Council Annual Rally at Griffith
19 May
Monthly Run to Lake Keepit to view water levels. BYO. Gunnedah Club invited.
6 June
Pie Run to Walabadah Hotel
20 June
Meeting commencing 7.30 at Salvation Army Hall, 328 Goonoo Goonoo Rd
The starting point for all runs is the carpark of the Country Music Hall of Fame at 561 Peel Street
(Paradise Caravan Park side). Sunday Runs depart at 9.30am, and Pie Runs depart at 11.00am.
Contact Greg Campbell if you have any queries on Monthly Runs, and Roly Morgan or Michael Crawley for
queries on Pie Runs. All contributions or suggestions for runs are welcomed

OTHER INVITATION EVENTS WHERE OUR CLUB IS NOT PARTICIPATING AS AN
AUTHORISED CLUB EVENT: Non Log Book Users: It is essential to advise the Registrar before
participating in these events. Carry the Club magazine or events calendar with you.
Log Book Users: You must record these in your log book.
DATE 2019
14 April
3-5 May
5-6 May
18-19 May

CLUB
Steamfest
KMARC
QRHVC
Shannons

DETAILS
Hunter Valley Steamfest Show n Shine at Maitland. Ron 0400908043
2019 Hat Head Rally at Hat Head. Mal or Colin 6562 4031
Quirindi Heritage Village Annual Rally. Procession Sat 5th. Beryl 68161479
Tamworth Motor Show at TRECC

FOR OTHER FUNCTIONS SUCH AS WEDDINGS, SCHOOL FORMALS, INTERSTATE TRIPS
AND OTHER EVENTS:
Non Log Book Users: You will need a Permit to Move from the Registrar. This must be obtained prior to the
event, and carried to the event. In extenuating circumstances, separate prior arrangements can be made with the
Clubs Office Bearers to obtain a Permit to Move.
Log Book Users: You must record these in your log book.

SERVICING AND MAINTENANCE:
Non Log Book Users: Ring the Registrar and advise details before proceeding.
Log Book Users: You must record these in your log book.
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

Now that our esteemed editor has returned from bobbing around on a boat (somewhat larger than the
one that Captain Bligh was cast adrift in by Fletcher Christian I imagine) somewhere in the Tasman
Sea I have been reminded of my need to submit my next President’s report for our club magazine.
I have no idea where the weeks and months go, but the old adage when retired that you don’t know
how you fitted in work certainly applies. I have been otherwise tied up on our last two monthly runs
but I did bring the Model A to the starting line on the March run and continued as far as Moonbi. By
all accounts it proved to be quite a successful run to Walcha with Cliff Bird stepping in to round up the
troops in Greg Campbell’s absence.
We were sorry to hear that Greg had a short sojourn in hospital, but were pleased to see Margaret and
he in the Vanguard ute traversing the Moonbi Range for the April Pie Run. Joining us were members
of the Tamworth and District Antique Motor Club. Jeff Larkham’s 1957 Chev convertible was an
impressive sight and he is denying all rumours of taking out shares in Caltex. Mark Jeanes took
Michael’s Mercedes for a run just to keep the battery charged… I had thought he might have sprung
some sporting pretence and driven the Sprite.
Thanks to Michael Crawley for organising this run and negotiating the $10 Bendy Burgers! Also
thanks to David Longmire for his wonderful turnout of his various tractors and machinery. We have
been trying to visit David’s collection for some time now and it was a pleasure to view this somewhat
eclectic collection and to partake of the afternoon tea he had prepared for us. I noticed that David is the
Swap Meeting Coordinator for the Manilla Machinery Display in June, so perhaps we might be able to
exact some inside information on what to expect.
Time is fast running out to sign up for the Narrabri Hub Rally over the June long weekend. The
program takes us to some interesting places and looks like a nice way to occupy a long weekend. If you
haven’t already submitted your entry form time is fast running out as they are due in early May. I have
emailed the entry form to those on the email group list and there have been printed entry forms at the
last couple of meetings.
As we rescheduled our April Run to the week before Easter, you miss out on me playing the role of the
Easter Bunny, but I’m confident you can live with that disappointment. Have an enjoyable Easter and
if on the roads keep safe.
Peter Wright

Milford Sound – NZ – not car related, just a lovely picture
****************************************************************************************
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TAMWORTH VINTAGE CAR CLUB Inc.
MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETINGS
The minutes of Ordinary General Meetings will no longer be printed in this
journal.
These minutes are available on the Tamworth Vintage Car Club website;
www.TamworthVintageCarClub.com.au
Should you wish to have a printed copy of the minutes and do not have access to the
internet, please contact one of your Committee members.

Sponsorship
We are pleased to advise that the postage for distribution of “The Tamworth Spark”
is now being sponsored by
“Bearfast / Bearquip”.
We would like to thank the management and staff for their support. We would also
like to recommend that you in turn support this local company when next you are
considering a home, business, agricultural or car related purchase.
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MonthlyRun – 24th Feb
ANZAC Park & AELEC
This run was organised when relentless blistering
hot weather was all the go, so it was decided to
keep the run short and local and under cover. True
to form Murphys Law cut in and produced a very
pleasant cooler day for the 28 participants to
really enjoy themselves. And the cars liked the
cooler conditions too:

Ken Brooks 1976 LTD Hearse (with coffin) and
behind is Graeme & Tanya’s red Ford and Alan
& Maree’s blue Dodge.

Paul & Nerida’s 1930 Chev

Beautifully presented horses ridden by welldressed riders doing dressage at AELEC which is
an excellent facility.
Other participants were Neal & Bruce – Rover;
and in moderns were: Leanne, Clair, Heather,
Terry & Lyn, Roly & Trish, and Kevin, Amanda
& Kayleigh,
John Stacey’s Rover; Pink Vanguard of Greg &
Margaret Campbell; Brian & Phil Orman’s
Morris Minor convertible; and Brian
Chesterfields 1933 Humber at the rear.

Michael Jeanes 1964 Austin Healey Sprite
The Tamworth Spark

Flashback:

TVCC cars at AELEC on 24 April 2009
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7th MARCH PIE RUN TO
WERRIS CREEK PHARMACY
Another good run with 21 members turning up to
one of our favourite haunts.

Youngsters enjoying lunch. Is that a big bowl of
gelato in front of Mary?
Also attending were Michael & Mary – Jag, John
– Commodore, and in moderns were Lance &
Kerry and Roly & Trish.
Alan & Maree’s blue Dodge with Michael Jeanes
Plymouth alongside. The MGs at the rear are
Greg & Margaret’s (red) and Ian Lambert’s
(white).

This place never disappoints, and I am certain that
some of the sweet tooths find the gelato bar too
strong a magnet to resist. They order small meals
and then fill up with double decker gelatos and
wonder why their shirts shrink! Anyway, I am
one of them and all those different flavours slide
down real easy! And to top it off we have the
rather bouncy Werris Creek Road back home to
shake it all down.

Moonbi-Kootingal Motor Show
9th-10th March
John & Marilyn’s ever-reliable Model A

This annual event continues to attract a large
number of cars, trucks, bikes, tractors and
stationary engines, although this year there wasn’t
the much anticipated tractor pull.
The weather was unseasonably hot which meant
that many exhibitors left mid afternoon. The
TVCC was well represented and those attending
enjoyed themselves despite the heat.
The show covers both the Saturday and Sunday,
with a small number of members returning for the
second day, which wound up at about noon, with
the presentation of various awards. I’m not aware
of any awards being won by TVCC members.

Paul Boyd’s blue Chev (Pauls Mum Gwen also
came along) with Brian & Heather’s Holden
behind; then Peters Humber, and Neal’s Rover at
the rear.
The Tamworth Spark

The show is a major undertaking by the MoonbiKootingal Motor Club and they are to be
commended for their efforts and the outstanding
results.

Page 6

It was great to see RolyMorgan’s Studebaker out
and about, seen here with GraemeFaulkner’s
Ford and David Longmire’s MGB

The TVCC pennant beside PaulBoyd’s Chev,
Phillip Orman’s Mustang and Brian Orman’s
Morris Minor

Peter Wright’s Model A with John Stacy’s
Commodore

Neal McLoughlin’s Toyota Landcruiser

Monthly run to Bendemeer and
Walcha - 24th March
Following morning teat at Bendemeer the TVCC
group headed off to the cooler climate of walcha
for a picnic in the park. It was a welcome relief
from the heat (alas, a recurring theme in the
recent series of club events).

Brian Orman’s Mustang

The Tamworth Spark

A highlight of this run was a visit to the
“Antipodean Tinker” – a fascinating store where
all things seem to be possible, using disgarded
metal objects. The displays ranged from lamps
made from old sewing machines to (apparently)
functional motor bikes.
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Pie Run to the Bendemeer Hotel
and David Longmire’s tractor
collection.
4th April
Michael Crawley reports;

Brian Orman’s Toyota Corolla, Michael Jeanes’
Plymouth Barracuda and Graeme Faulkner’s
Holden HR ute.

It was great weather for a day out, with great
meals (at $10 per head) and sweets. The Hotel
has been refurbished with new carpet and
furniture and looks splendid. Venturing down to
the river was showed a healthy water flow of
about 10,000 gallons per hour, as Bendemeer has
a lot more rain than Tamworth.
And well done to David Longmire – the Tractor
Man – who presented about nine tractors of
various types, all in running order. There were
some restored, with new paint etc and running
well with some others up to 70 years old, also
running well.
And yet there’s more! David also has a
collection of stationary engines, some of them
100 years old, restored and running well. Thank
you david for the opportunity to see these
wonderful machines.

The “Antipodean Tinker” and its variety of
inventively made products.

One of the motor bikes – it has a hand made
motor and frame with the remainder reclaimed
objects.

This run was also attended by nine TDAMC
members – thanks to those members for attending
and adding to this excellent day.
Attendees - TVCC;
Ian Lambert – MGA, Graeme & Tanya Faulkner
– Ford, John & Marie Hillier – Toyota, John
Stacy & Leanne Craswell – modern, Ken Brooks
& Claire Power – modern, John & Marilyn Smith
– modern, Michael Crawley & Mary – Jaguar,
Greg & Margaret Campbell – Vanguard Ute, Neal
McLoughlin – Rover, Arthur & Kay Ramsey –
Hillman, David Longmire – MGB, Peter Wright –
Mercedes
Attendees – TDAMC;
Mark Jeanes – Mercedes, Warwick & Alison
Hord – modern, Jeff & Beth Larkham –
Chevrolet, Davis & Wendy Smith – Toyota
Celica, Gary & Val Grout – modern
The total number of attendees was 36 – a new
record!
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Feature Article
Lindsay & Margaret Gentle’s
1931 Morris Cowley – “Angeline”
Background (courtesy of Wikipedia)
Morris Cowley was a name given to various cars
produced by Morris from 1915 to 1958
The Continental Cowley, shown to the press in
April 1915, was a larger engined (1495 cc against
1018 cc), longer, wider and better equipped
version of the first Morris Oxford with the same
"Bullnose" radiator; in addition it could carry a
four-passenger body. To reduce the price many
components were bought from United States
suppliers. The 1495 cc, side valve, four cylinder
engine was made by Continental Motor
Manufacturing Company of Detroit, and the
clutch and three speed gearbox by Detroit Gear &
Machine Co. Back axle, front axle and steering
gear also came from the USA. Supply of these
components was badly affected by World War I.
The suspension used semi elliptic leaf springs at
the front and three quarter elliptics at the rear.
The central position of the handbrake and ball
change gear lever revealed the gearbox's US
origin. It also made for easy entry through the
driver's door and no cold steel up a driver's leg.
The petrol tank was in the scuttle and its filler was
above the gear lever in the centre of the
dashboard.
The US-made back axle was the first helically cut
drive in a quantity produced British car.
Electric lighting was standard. It was the first
Morris car to be sold like that. The 6volt Lucas lamps were a set of five, powered by a
belt-driven dynamo fixed to the engine by its
cylinder head studs. The cost of these few
electrical components was equivalent to 59% of
the cost of the imported engine. The delivery van
body was not provided with electric lighting.
Excellent American automobile engineering and
production techniques made the first Cowley a
great success. The cars were the right design for
quantity production when Morris entered quantity
production in the 1920s and their high quality
engineering created a reputation for utter
The Tamworth Spark

reliability and resistance to the most shocking
abuse
The updated Cowley for 1919 had an engine
made by the British branch of the French
Hotchkiss company, which was essentially a copy
of the early Continental unit which was no longer
being made. It was the basic model of the Morris
two car range of the time with the Oxford, which
used the same 1.5L 26 bhp engine until 1923,
having leather upholstery and upgraded lighting
as the de-luxe version.
Morris acquired the British interests of Hotchkiss
in 1923 and renamed them Morris engines branch.
The Bullnose radiator was replaced by a more
conventional flat radiator announced 11
September 1926 on new cars now with doors
either side and a longer list of accessories
supplied as standard. All steel bodies were
coming available. The engines remained the
same, but the Cowley unlike the Oxford, retained
braking on the rear wheels only as standard,
although a front brake system was available at
extra cost (featured car has this fitted). The
chassis was new and the suspension was updated
with semi elliptic leaf springs all round plus
Smiths friction type scissor shock absorbers. The
brakes are rod and spring operated with cams
inside the drums to actuate. It’s interesting to note
that the rear brake drums include two sets of
shoes, one of which is connected directly to the
handbrake.
The chassis was further modified in 1931 to bring
it in line with the Morris Major. Wire wheels
became an option instead of the solid
spoked artillery ones previously fitted.

The Feature Car;
Lindsay Gentle writes:
This particular car was built as a utility (Holden
bodied) and bought new by The Nundle Shire
Council in either 1931 or 1932.
It was then bought second hand by my father –
Frank Gentle – and used in his dairy business on
“Merindoo” located on the Nundle Road seven
miles (11km) from Tamworth. It was, of course,
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the family transport as well; two car families not
yet having been invented.
The ute was retired to the farm hayshed in 1949 in
poor mechanical condition with a rotting canvas
hood.
Resurrected by his son, Lindsay (me) in about
1951 for use around the farm and later reregistered in 1958 without a hood and used as
popular transport at UNE in Armidale where I
was a student. As such I was extremely
impoverished so the mechanical condition of the
vehicle continued to deteriorate; regular
maintenance included replacing big end shell
bearings as often as money allowed. It was at
UNE that it was christened “Angeline”. It took a
while to understand that it was the Morris and not
me that she was admiring!

Linday’s Mum, with Dad in the driver’s seat,
when the Morris was the family car.

Sometime in the 1960’s, Dad gave it away to my
sister and brother-in-law, also farmers. Brotherin-law finally got around to attacking it with an
oxy torch to get wheels, axles and anything else
needed for making farm carts. The residue was
dumped in a back paddock and further pillaging
of brass fittings, spark plugs etc took place.
When my sister and brother-in-law decided to sell
up in the mid 70’s my sister contacted me to see if
I wanted the remains. I rather foolishly said “yes”
and collected what was generally regarded as an
un-restorable wreck.

The UNE days – Lindsay with friends on the
Dorrigo Road

Having regained control of the family :”car” (now
just wreckage) it went into shed storage for about
30 years, at which point I realized that I was
probably not immortal and thus started a slow
restoration, since so many bits had to be sourced
from swap meets, fellow Morris nuts and made up
from photos and the like.
The Cowley is now back and in better condition
than I have ever seen it before and is again back
in the hay shed!
Heritage registration was affected in December
2018 and we are registered for the National Rally
in Berri next year.
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The “un-restorable wreck”
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It’s Alive!!
Lindsay with his grandson Luke - the fourth
generation to ride in the Morris.

The unusually designed cargo tray – a stylish
touch on a utility, especially one supplied to a
shire council.

The rear view, again showing the curved cargo
tray and tailgate
The finished – a very proud Lindsay with the
Morris “in better condition than he’d ever seen
it”

The re-commissioned engine in the restored
engine bay.
The Tamworth Spark

The magneto ignition
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The conventionally laid out interior – quite comfy
for a utility of the period although a tight fit for a
family car.

The radiator mounted temperature gauge – aka
Motometer – is another unusual luxury touch for
a utility vehicle

The “flat nose” radiator design. The original,
much crisper design resembled a luxury British
car’s radiator, whose manufacturer insisted that
it be modified, thus the rounded edges.

The spoked, pressed metal artillery wheels (the
last year of this style of wheel) and the front
brakes – an optional extra
I’m sure that you’ll agree; it’s great to see this
rare and unusual vehicle, with so much local and
family history, back on the road.
Lindsay is to be commended for his efforts!
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